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Drone aircraft are expected to be a very popular holiday gift idea this season. These Drone aircraft are remote controlled from a variety of handheld controllers which may include a cell phone or tablet and may include live feed video. Under current Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) rules certain Drone aircraft will require registration by January 20, 2016 or the operator would be in violation of FAA rules. Two examples of aircraft are provided for reference. One requires registration the other does not. It is important to understand you legal obligation and comply with the requirements. Links are provided to assist you in learning what these requirements are. http://www.faa.gov/uas/registration/, http://www.faa.gov/uas/registration/faqs/
In addition to FAA rules and regulations all users of Drone aircraft must be aware of individual privacy interests of our community. A drone operator who looks into windows or into areas which are private may be violating municipal code or state laws pertaining to Stalking, Harassment or Trespass. When operating a Drone aircraft please be sensitive to the privacy rights or your neighbors and respect those boundaries.
Within the City of West Richland it is illegal to fly a Drone or Remote Control aircraft within any City park, WRMC 12.12.030 Park property – Regulation of use. 
Examples of drones that do and don’t require registration.
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Example would not require registration - TSQ heli max - 1.1 oz no camera 
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Example Requires Registration 1 - Oarrit /Bebop 14.6 ox with camera
http://www.faa.gov/uas/registration/faqs/media/UAS_Weights_Registration.pdf
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