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AGENDA
Parks and Recreation Board
City Council Chambers
3100 Belmont Blvd, West Richland
Monday, February 28, 2022 – 6:00pm
Parks & Recreation
Board Members:

Sandra Fiskum
Benito Amescua
Mark Killinger
Walter Tamosaitis
Kevin Grubbs
Robert Miller
Vacant

Staff:

Eric Mendenhall, Community Development Director
Elisha Ransom, Associate Planner
Tobie Webb, Staff Recorder

Notice to the public: This meeting will be a remote Zoom meeting per Governor Jay
Inslee’s Stay Home – Stay Healthy Directive. We encourage you to provide public
comments on agenda items and public hearings in writing. If you want to provide
public comments on any of the agenda items, please submit them in writing to
planner@westrichland.org by 3:00pm Monday, February 28, 2022 to be read during
the meeting. The Zoom meeting information is available on the City’s website or can be
obtained by emailing planner@westrichland.org.
1. Call to order / attendance
2. Election of Officers
a. Chair
b. Vice Chair
3. Approval of Agenda:
4. Approval of Minutes:
 June 28, 2021
 August 30, 2021
5. Old Business
6. New Business
A. 2022 Parks Plan Update—Discussion
7. Announcements, Reports, and Comments
8. Citizen Public Comments
9. Adjourn
10. Upcoming Meetings and Events:

City of West Richland
Park Board Meeting Minutes
June 28, 2021
*Meeting was held via zoom
1. Call to Order:
Sandra Fiskum called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
Attendance:
Members Present:
Sandra Fiskum, Chair
Benito Amescua, Vice Chair
Mark Killinger, Board Member –left at 6:37 pm.
Walter Tamosaitas, Board Member
Kevin Grubbs, Board Member
Robert Miller, Board Member

Members Absent:
Vacant

Staff Present:
Eric Mendenhall, Community Development Director
Elisha Ransom, Associate Planner
Tobie Webb, Staff Recorder
2. Approval of the agenda:
Board Member W. Tamosaitas moved to approve the agenda. Vice Chair B. Amescua seconded the motion
and it carried unanimously.
3. Approve Minutes of Parks and Recreation Meeting of April 26, 2021:
Board Member M. Killinger asked to have the April 26, 2021 minutes amended to show under 5a
(Comments “already received” to council). Board member W. Tamosaitas moved to approve the amended
April 26, 2021 minutes. Board Member K. Grubbs seconded the motion and it carried unanamously.
4. Old Business: None
5. New Business:
A. The Park at the Lakes Water Restriction-Discussion
Associate Planner E. Ransom presented and led a discussion on the Park at the Lakes Water Restriction.
The City has been advised by our insurance company to prohibit swimming,fishing, and any in-water
activities at the Park at the Lakes.
Staff recommends that the Parks Board recommend to City Council to adopt the draft ordinance to
prohibit fishing and water use in the Park at the Lakes.
Board member W. Tamosaitis made a motion to table the discussion of The Park at the Lakes Water
Restriction until next month. Board member M. Killinger seconded the motion and it carried
unanimously.
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B. Aho’s Park Plan-Discussion
Associate Planner E. Ransom presented and led a discussion on Aho’s Park Plan.

C. The Heights Park Name-Discussion
Associate Planner E. Ransom presented and led the discussion on The Heights Park Name. The name “The
Heights” was suggested by the developer.
Board Member R. Miller made a motion to approve “The Heights” as the park name. Board Member K.
Grubbs seconded the motion. The motion passed with 4 yays and one nay by Board Member W.
Tamosaitas.
6. Announcements, Reports, and Comments:
Community Development Director E. Mendenhall announced that the City would be having an Open
House on July 15, 2021 at Leona Libby Middle School from 5:00-7:30. The Community Development
Department would be there to discuss with residences the new Parks Plan, along with other
departments from the City to discuss their current projects going on.
7. Citizens Public Comments: None
8. Adjournment: Sandra Fiskum adjourned the meeting at 6:55 pm.

Sandra Fiskum, Chair

Tobie Webb, Staff Recorder

_
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City of West Richland
Park Board Meeting Minutes
August 30, 2021
*Meeting was held via zoom
1. Call to Order:
Sandra Fiskum called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
Attendance:
Members Present:
Sandra Fiskum, Chair
Mark Killinger, Board Member
Walter Tamosaitis, Board Member
Kevin Grubbs, Board Member
Robert Miller, Board Member

Members Absent:
Benito Amescua, Vice Chair-Asked to be excused
Vacant

Staff Present:
Eric Mendenhall, Community Development Director
Elisha Ransom, Associate Planner
Jessica Bates, Staff Recorder
2. Approval of the agenda:
Chair S. Fiskum asked to have Agenda amended and take out Item #3-Approval of the Minutes. Minutes
were not provided and would be approved at next Parks Board Meeting. Board Member W. Tamosaitas
motion to approve the amended Agenda. Board Member K. Grubbs seconded the motion and it carried
unanamously.
3. Old Business: None
4. New Business:
A. South Highlands Park Name Discussion:
Associate Planner E. Ransom presented and led a discussion on the South Highlands Park Name.
Resident came to a City Council meeting asking to change the parks name due to it not being on
Souths Highlands Blvd. and causing confusion with Coyote Park which is on Highlands Blvd.
The City Coucil would like the Parks Board to discuss possibility of renaming South Highlands Park.
The Parks Board Members discussed the issue and decided not to take action on changing the name.

5. Announcements, Reports, and Comments: Community Development Director, E. Mendenhall announced that
the City Council adopted the ordiance to prohibit fishing and water use in the Parks at the Lakes. They also
aprroved “The Heights” as the park name in the Heights at Red Mountain subdivision.
6. Citizens Public Comments: None
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7. Adjournment: Sandra Fiskum adjourned the meeting at 6:27 pm.
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Sandra Fiskum, Chair
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Jessica Bates, Staff Recorder
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DATE:

February 8, 2022

TO:

West Richland Parks Board

FROM:

Elisha Ransom, Associate Planner

SUBJECT:

Parks and Recreation Plan

In September of 2021 staff met with Nicole Stickney from AHBL to discuss maintenance needs for the
parks. The most recent draft of the parks plan did not fully address those needs. The draft plan
included levels of service for park maintenance but did not state what level the City is at nor address
needs that were not being met. One of the main goals of the parks plan is to identify the current status
of maintenance—what tasks are being done, how often, what is not getting done—and how much to
budget for adequate maintenance in the future. In order to meet those goals, staff decided to move
forward with an operations & maintenance (O&M) plan that would be adopted along with the Parks
and Recreation plan.
After internal discussions, staff decided to work with SiteWorks to create the O&M plan. The scope of
the plan includes three tasks:
- Gap Analysis
o “The analysis phase is intended to collect and organize operational data pertaining to
current maintenance staffing and operations in order to determine appropriate levels of
service for the upkeep of the City’s parkland and open space assets.”
o Looking at where the City is versus where it needs to be to provide an adequate level of
service.
- Facilities Assessment
o “SiteWorks will work with the City to develop conduct a facilities conditions assessment,
to include review, validation and update of the earlier deferred maintenance list, and
develop a cost estimate for the identified maintenance.”
o Some work on this has been done by AHBL, but SiteWorks will being doing site visits to
validate and update facilities inventory and the deferred maintenance list.
- Operations and Maintenance Plan
o “SiteWorks will work with the City and AHBL (Parks Plan Consultant) to develop an
Operations and Maintenance Plan as part of the Park Plan to identify staffing,
equipment, material costs for operation and maintenance of existing parks, proposed
park capital improvements, and park capital improvements associated with adopted
level of service standard for new development.”

As we’ve gone through the process of creating this park plan we have found that the current level of
service laid out in the Comprehensive Plan will require additional maintenance funds. Community
Development met with Don Klages and Jeremy Gwinn about the current conditions of maintenance
and what needs are not being met. They said that currently their resources are spread thin and with
The Heights Park being built those resources will be spread even thinner. The O&M plan will identify a
path toward adequately allocating resources for park maintenance and long-term sustainability for the
West Richland parks system.
AHBL will continue to work on the Parks plan while SiteWorks is completing the O&M plan. We have
allocated time in the project schedule to bring the two plans together once both are completed. On
February 8th, we met with both AHBL and SiteWorks to review the plan and for SiteWorks to assess
what has already been done by AHBL. The meeting provided SiteWorks with answers to their questions
and they will be able to move forward. They will be doing site visits February 23-24.
As we move forward with the finalization and adoption of the Parks and O&M plans, we will have
monthly meetings to discuss the draft Parks plan, the deliverables from the O&M plan, and any
questions that may come up. Please contact us with your questions prior to the meeting so we can
prepare in advance.
Next Meeting: March 28, 2022—Discussion of the Six-Year Capital Facilities Plan
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Glossary
Active Recreation – Active recreation means ball fields, hard surface courts, tracks, golf
courses, swimming pools, and other intensive recreational use. Active recreation means
leisure time activities of a more structured nature often requiring equipment and taking place
at prescribed places, sites or fields.
Bike Lane - A portion of the roadway that has been designated by striping, signage, and
pavement markings for the preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists.
Capital Improvement Plan (AKA Capital Facilities Plan) - A six or more year plan of capital
projects with estimated costs and proposed methods of financing that is updated annually.
Development - Construction or work resulting in new elements, including structures,
facilities, and/or materials to enhance outdoor recreation resources.
Impact Fee - A fee that is imposed on a new or proposed development project to pay for all
or a portion of the costs of providing public services to the new development; they are
considered to be a charge on new development to help fund and pay for the construction or
needed expansion of offsite capital improvements.
Level-of-service (LOS) – An indicator of the extent or degree of service provided by, or
proposed to be provided by, a facility based on and related to the operational characteristics
of the facility. LOS means an established minimum capacity of capital facilities or services
provided by capital facilities that must be provided per unit of demand or other appropriate
measure of need.
Maintain – To keep areas and facilities in good condition through repairs and upkeep for the
benefit of outdoor recreationist.
Open Space – Undeployed (or minimally developed) land.
Park - Land or an area set aside for a special purpose, but particularly for leisure or
recreation.
• Neighborhood parks have a service area of a reasonable walking distance, typically
up to 1 mile.
• Community parks have a service area that includes the city limits of a town or city.
• Regional parks are intended to serve populations from multiple jurisdictions.
Parks and Recreation Board - Advisory board to the mayor and city council relative to the
beautification, improvement, development, management, and planning of all West Richland
city parks and associated facilities.
Passive Recreation - Activities usually conducted in place and requiring minimal physical
exertion such as picnicking, watching a sports event, sunbathing, or relaxing.
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Recreation - Activities of a voluntary and leisure time nature that aid in promoting
entertainment, pleasure, play, relaxation, or instruction.
Recreation and Conservation Office - The Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) is a
small Washington State agency that manages grant programs creating outdoor recreation
opportunities and protecting wildlife habitat and working farms and forests.
Recreational Facilities - Parks, playgrounds, gymnasiums, swimming pools, field houses,
bathing beaches, stadiums, golf courses, automobile racetracks and drag strips, coliseums
for the display of spectator sports, public campgrounds, boat ramps and launching sites,
public hunting and fishing areas, arboretums, bicycle and bridle paths, senior citizen centers,
and community centers, etc.
Strategic Focus Area - Broad categories or areas of accomplishment contained with the City
of West Richland Strategic Plan.
Strategic Plan - A document which contains the results of defining the City’s strategy or
direction and making decisions on allocating its resources to achieve these strategies or
direction.
Trailhead Park - A facility providing parking and/ or other amenities related to trails access.
Trail - A route on department-managed land, other than a road which is suitable for travel by
motorized or nonmotorized means.
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INTRODUCTION

c

West Richland is a desirable place to live for many reasons and the citizens and leaders of the
City strive to nurture the small-town feel of the community and work to diversify and sustain its
stable economy. The City’s vision statement says:

The City’s continuous implementation of this vision earns praise and accolades from both nonresidents and those who call it home.
Undoubtedly, West Richland’s parks, open spaces, trails, and recreation opportunities greatly
contribute to quality of life and make the community a top choice for a wide range of people
and families. Parks also positively contribute to the economic value of the City’s
neighborhoods, as properties adjacent to parks and trails typically yield higher real estate. 1

https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2020/april/how-much-impact-do-parks-have-onproperty-values/
1
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Parks, trails, and open spaces also foster community health. It has been shown that children
are more physically active when they spend time outside and more likely to be a healthy weight
when they live within two-thirds of a mile from a park with a playground. 2
West Richland’s parks and recreation opportunities contribute to the success of the whole
community. The residents and leaders of West Richland value its parks, trails, and open spaces
and understand the importance of fostering the benefits these assets afford.
The West Richland City Council’s 2021/2022 Strategic Plan includes the following goals for
parks:

One of City Council’s strategies for implementing these goals was to update the City’s Parks
and Recreation Master Plan, which was last revised in 2012. The West Richland Parks and
Recreation Plan 2021 supports the intent of the city leaders to further enrich the lives of
residents. This plan details a proactive approach to continue this tradition into the future.
The elements of this plan outline a multi-dimensional approach for managing the City’s parks
and recreational assets. It provides the overarching strategies for maintaining and further
developing a municipal park system that is successful and within budget.

Plan Purpose
This document, called the West Richland Parks and Recreation Plan 2021, serves as a guide
for the development of the City’s parks and recreation amenities with the goal of
implementation over the next six to 20 years. This document updates the previous plan from
2012 that was called the “Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update.”
Budgetary constraints necessitate a pragmatic approach to park-related improvements that
emphasizes the acquisition of grants for capital expenditures and acquisition. The Washington
State Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) is a potential source of funding and offers a
wide variety of grants pertaining to their mission. RCO has provided funding to the City for
many successful projects and requires an update of the Parks Plan every six years to maintain
funding eligibility.
The Plan also provides an opportunity to document a long-term vision for the parks system that
includes more ambitious goals for implementation over a 20-year span. This plan is consistent
with the Parks and Recreation Element of the 2017 West Richland Comprehensive Plan which
establishes many of these long-term goals.

https://www.nrpa.org/our-work/three-pillars/health-wellness/parksandhealth/fact-sheets/parkshealthy-kids/
2
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The purpose of this plan is to:
(1) Identify the recreational needs of the community, such as bike/walking trails;
(2) Plan for the preservation of open spaces;
(3) Plan for the upgrade of current parks, open spaces, and trails; and
(4) Plan for the development of new parks, open spaces and trails as the community grows.
The following guiding principles and objectives generally guided this plan update process:
• Perform community outreach and encourage community engagement;
• Seek to foster best practices and quality services of the City of West Richland;
• Identify ways to serve the park and recreational needs of existing and new residents of
West Richland;
• Make recommendations to further position the City as a regional destination, while
protecting the accessibility and privacy of city sites and facilities for residents;
• Ensue the city is qualified for enhanced partnerships and funding opportunities in both
the public and private sectors;
• Identify short-term and long-term needs for park improvements, acquisition and
development;
• Leave a positive legacy for current and future generations of West Richland residents;
and
• Identify funding needs and options to maintain existing and proposed parks and trail
facilities.

Accomplishments since the 2012 Plan
Since the adoption of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update in 2012, the City has made
several minor upgrades to existing parks throughout the City; created Yellowstone Trail Park,
a new park with community garden plots; and developed the Yakima River Gateway Park
project.
One of the Community Values Mandates listed in the Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update
in 2012 was to “Maintain and enhance parks, trails and recreational facilities to promote
community interaction, healthy lifestyles and safety.” The City accomplished this through
maintenance of its
existing
parks
and
recreation
amenities
and
improvements
when budget allowed.
Many volunteers have
contributed to such
improvements to West
Richland’s parks over
the years. Since 2012,
many area boy scouts Figure 1: Volunteer Group at the Park at the Lakes
seeking their Eagle
Scout rank have constructed benches in several parks or taken on larger-scope projects. (See
Figure 1 for a photo of volunteers that support Chase Freeman and Boy Scout Troup 237 for
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a parks clean-up project). Many religious organizations have also given time and labor by
building the raised garden beds at Yellowstone Trail Park and contributing to the development
of other projects.
The improvements that have occurred since 2012 include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Miscellaneous asphalt repairs to walking paths and trails;
Adoption of an Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Transition Plan;
Planting of native species landscaping at the Parks at the Lakes trailhead on Bombing
Range Road;
Re-located the City Shops which provides efficiency and a better working environment
for public works staff and improves the storage of and maintenance of equipment;
The construction of the Keene Road Phase 3 Pathway;
The addition of a half basketball court to South Highlands Community Park (Eagle Scout
project);
New bleachers added to Bombing Range Sports Complex (Eagle Scout project);
Treatment of algae at the middle lake of the Parks of the Lake and addition of a fountain
to provide an aeration system (Eagle Scout project, also coordinated with the Benton
County Noxious Weed Board and numerous volunteers and donors);
Addition of a pergola to the Senior Center building (Eagle Scout project);
Design and construction of the Paul Keith Wetland pathway;
Addition of walking paths and trails such as Belmont and through the “gem streets”;
and
Placement of benches on the top of Flat Top Hill (Eagle Scout project).

Yellowstone Trail Park
The Yellowstone Trail Park was established through a partnership between volunteers and the
City, with assistance from many generous local businesses. The community garden project was
launched by Mayor Brent Gerry to enhance the Van Giesen Corridor through beautification,
volunteerism, and community involvement and began operating in 2015. There are 42 raised
garden plots available to rent for each growing season on a first-come, first-serve basis for a
small fee. Accessible plots are also available. The City provides water and garden hoses, and
there is a small parking area. A pergola provides a shaded area which features a picnic table.
The City initially acquired the property for a stormwater infiltration facility, using a Department
of Ecology grant. Ecology staff praised the City of West Richland’s staff for the inventive and
creative approach to establishing a secondary, beneficial use for the property.
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Figure 2: Garden Plots and Pergola at Yellowstone Trail Park

The 2012 Plan also established goals and priorities for expanding the City’s park inventory and
one priority was to develop river access on the Yakima River. The City’s goal was to create a
space to provide consistent public access and recreational opportunities, with limited facilities
due to flooding potential, and provide a safe, secure place that respects the property rights of
park neighbors.
Yakima River Gateway Park and Trail
The City of West Richland sought and successfully obtained grants from Recreation and
Conservation Office (RCO) which covered 74 percent of the $1.7 million project to create a
community riverfront park that is the Yakima River Gateway Park and Trail. 3 Project funds were
used to develop approximately 2.8 acres of land and acquire and develop approximately 0.4
additional acres of land to provide recreational opportunities for walking, biking, fishing, and
picnicking. The project included the development of approximately 1,800 lineal feet of
accessible trails and paths, a formal viewpoint, interpretive signage, and environmental
enhancements such as shoreline protection, all which are located north of Van Giesen along
the waterfront. A passageway beneath the Van Giesen bridge connects these amenities to the
trailhead parking lot and restroom which are south of Van Giesen. The Park was completed in
2018.

RCO contributed a total of $1,300,00 to the project through the Washington State Wildlife and
Recreation Program- Water Access and Aquatic Lands Enhancement Accounts.

3
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Figure 3: Aerial image and construction photos of the Yakima River Gateway Park

Plan Process
This Plan is based on the following:
• Community input;
• Feedback from the Parks and Recreation Board and City Council;
• RCO and City records;
• The 2012 Parks and Recreation Master Plan update; and
• The Parks and Recreation Element of the 2017 West Richland Comprehensive Plan.
The following is the general planning process utilized for the West Richland Parks and
Recreation Plan 2021.
•
•

Inventoried Existing Conditions - Collected and analyzed existing facility and
program information, demographics, and future population growth assumptions.
Vision, Values, and Plan Priorities - Determined community values and vision for the
future of the parks, trails, and open spaces. Identified what is important to the
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•
•
•
•

community and developed priorities for future improvements based on those values
and future vision looking at both the near-term (within 6 years) and long-term (within
20 years).
Completed a Needs Assessment - Analyzed the current and future needs for the City’s
existing parks, trails, and open spaces.
Developed Strategies and Recommended Actions - Developed recommendations
for the City’s regional parks, community parks, neighborhood parks, open spaces, and
trails.
Prepared Plan - Developed goals and policies, level of service standards, and
implementation strategies including identifying potential funding sources.
Finalized Plan - City Council approval and adoption process.

In addition, throughout the planning process there were multiple opportunities for public
input, feedback, and comment as described below.

Public Involvement
Public involvement served as an essential and central part of the process in this plan update.
The City involved citizens in several ways throughout the update process, including a public
open house hosted at Leona Libby Middle School on July 15, 2021. The West Richland Parks
and Recreation Board also played
an integral part in the update
process as it is made up of citizens
who volunteer their time to serve
in an advisory capacity to the
Mayor and City Council in order
to further the beautification,
improvement,
development,
management, and planning of all
West Richland City parks and
associated facilities.

Figure 4: Open House Setup at Libby Middle School
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The City also involved citizens in the update
process by offering an online survey and via
public hearings as detailed below.
•

•

•

•

•
•

Public Survey – The project team
designed and distributed a public
survey that was available online from
May 20, 2020 to June 26, 2020. The
survey was designed to determine
public opinion in several areas,
including recreation, trail development,
and other community conditions. There
were 322 participants who responded to
the survey; results are incorporated
throughout the Plan and a record is
included in Appendix A. The survey was
not statistically valid, but nonetheless
provided important input from the
community.
Public Workshops - The Parks and
Recreation Board held public workshops
on June 29, 2020 and August 31, 2020 Figure 5: “Word tree” - frequently used words in open
in order to solicit input from community responses to the community survey
organizations and provided the
following:
 Survey results that were evaluated to target appropriate use
 Visual presentations with photos of parks and amenities
 Current inventory and assessment of parkland acreage and equipment
 Management of park facilities and usage
Outreach - The City established open communication with the public. Detailed park
information and a link to the Public Survey were posted on the City website, the West
Richland Police Department Facebook page, and included in the monthly utility bills.
Flyers were also distributed and posted in City Parks.
Open House - Staff compiled the information generated through the survey and public
workshops and used it in development of the Parks and Recreation Plan 2021. An Open
House was held by the City on July 15, 2021. Input from that hearing was considered
and the Plan was revised by the Board. An advisory recommendation was sent to the
West Richland City Council.
Public Hearing - The City Council held a public hearing on the West Richland Parks
and Recreation Plan 2021 on Month XX, 2021.
Plan Adoption – The West Richland Parks and Recreation Plan 2021 was officially
adopted by the City Council on Month XX, 2021.
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Core Values
An integral part of this Plan is to understand what is most important to the community. The
Core Values, which shape the West Richland Parks and Recreation Plan 2021
recommendations, build upon the extensive public input described above and the following
sources:
• Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies
• City Council Goals and Strategic Focus Areas
• State and National Trends
The City Council established a goal to protect and manage natural resources. The strategy for
implementation of this goal is to protect both public and private properties in accordance with
the municipal code and state law and to collaborate with public and private partners to
maintain, improve and develop sustainable natural resources.
The City Council expressed another core value in its Strategic Focus Area 6, Healthy and Safe
City. The goal is to integrate health and safety considerations into new development and
facilitate opportunities to maintain and establish public facilities such as parks, trails and open
space that encourage exercise.

Parks, Trails, and Open Space Vision
The West Richland Parks and Recreation Mission and Vision Statements were originally
established during the development of the 2012 Master Plan Update and remain:

V
I
S
I
O
N

M
I
S
S
I
O
N
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

West Richland is a growing city with many housing opportunities and an evolving business
community. Residents typically enjoy outdoor recreation year-round, thanks to abundant
sunshine and frequently mild weather conditions. West Richland’s climate is semi-arid, and the
City typically receives less than 10 inches of annual precipitation, with very little cloud cover
due to the rain shadow effect of the Cascade Mountain range. During summer months, there
are up to 17 ½ of sunlight each day.

Regional Location
West Richland is in a picturesque setting within the arid region known as the Mid-Columbia
Basin. The City is in Benton County, and is situated between the Rattlesnake Hills and Red
Mountain to the west, Candy Mountain to the South, and the Yakima River to the east. West
Richland is adjacent to the Red Mountain American Viticultural Area (AVA), a premier grape
growing and wine production region.
The Yakima River provides natural borders along parts of the City’s northwest and eastern
perimeters. West Richland’s citizens and visitors enjoy sweeping views of the river and rolling
agricultural lands. While the City’s incorporation boundary encompasses 22 square miles, the
developed or developing portion of the City is about half that total size, with expansive
agricultural lands included within the City Limits.
The surrounding urban area is commonly known as the “Tri-Cities,” named for West Richland’s
neighbors: Kennewick, Pasco, and Richland. The primary entrances to the City are from
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Richland (to the east) via the West Van Giesen Bridge over the Yakima River or via Twin Bridges
to the northeast; from the south along Dallas Road via Kennedy, or Keene from the Queensgate
commercial district of Richland; and from the west via SR-224 / West Van Giesen for travelers
arriving via Benton City. Figure 6 depicts West Richland in the region.

Figure 6: West Richland in spatial context

Natural and Physical Features
The City of West Richland lies in a rolling landscape
of hills and mountains, agricultural plains, and the
Yakima River basin. The topography generally
slopes up to the west from the Yakima River which is
approximately 370 feet above sea level, to over 800
feet above sea level, on Candy Mountain’s summit
(located just outside City limits). The landscape is
dotted with other peaks such as Flat Top Hill
(approximate elevation 761 feet) and Sand Hill
(approximate elevation 724 feet). The two most
distinctive natural features of the City and its
immediate surroundings are the Yakima River and
the steep hilltops and ridgelines.

In 1978, 12,000-year-old
mammoth bones were found on
Ironton Drive, in a former flood
plain of the Yakima and
Columbia Rivers. University of
Washington archeologist Jim
Martin also found the bones of
rodents, frogs, birds, rabbits and
other small mammals. Once
excavated, the bones were sent
to the University of Washington
Burke Museum.
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Population Characteristics
It is important to explore the demographic characteristics of West Richland and the relevant
trends that are affecting the use and demand of the City’s parks, trails, and open spaces. As
demographics shift, the demand and preferences for recreational opportunities also shift.
Considering social values, cultural preferences, and traditions of diverse populations helps to
maintain equity.
The Washington Recreation and Conservation Office describes, “not all Washingtonians
participate in the same outdoor recreation activities at the same rate. Culture, along with other
factors, may help explain the differences. For example, the Hispanic population is more likely
to go running, play soccer, or go to a park for leisure activities like family gatherings, picnicking,
or attending an outdoor event. The white population is more likely to go to motorboating or
do nature-based activities such as visiting a river or beach. Asians are more likely to use
technology-based games, visit a zoo, or play tennis. African Americans have a higher
participation in obstacle course races, playing basketball and yard games like horseshoes.” 4
The demand for parks and open space is affected by factors such as the number of people that
are predicted to reside in and around West Richland and therefore make use of various
facilities; where and how the majority of the population lives and works; and the predominant
ages of the population. The following statistics begin to provide information about the
population.
•
•
•
•
•

The City’s estimated 2021 population was 16,710, a 37 percent increase over the
estimated population from 10 years ago (12,200 people in 2011).
Based on the Office of Financial Management (OFM) population forecasts, and the
application of Benton County’s County-Wide Planning Policies, West Richland should
plan to have as many as 19,369 residents by 2026. 5
Many residents live in West Richland and work in Richland, Kennewick, Pasco, or other
points in the region which are considerably larger and feature more diversified and
established economies.
The gender balance of West Richland residents remains fairly equal (50.1 percent /
49.9 percent), with slightly fewer males than females in 2018 estimates. 6
The City’s population largely identifies as being one race (96.7%) of which 89.7%
identify as white, 1.3% as Black, 1.2% as Asian, 0.8% as American Indian and Alaska
Native, 0.2% as Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, and 3.4% as some other
race. 10.2% of the West Richland population identify as being Hispanic or Latino. 7

https://www.rco.wa.gov/StateRecPlans/scorp/address-changing-demographics/ (Accessed
7/21/2021)
5
The City of West Richland uses the “high series” population projection for Benton County and accounts
for eight percent of the total forecasted population to live in West Richland.
6
From the U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2018 data tables.
7
From the U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2018 data tables.
4
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Age (years)

It is estimated that 76
percent of the total West
Richland households are
families and anecdotal
evidence shows that new
residents are commonly
drawn to the area by the
family–friendly atmosphere
in the community. 8

85 and over
75 to 84
65 to 74
60 to 64
55 to 59
45 to 54
35 to 44
25 to 34
20 to 24
15 to 19
10 to 14
5 to 9
Under 5

It is also important to
examine
the
age
distribution
in
the
community, as each age
0%
5%
10%
15%
20%
group tends to have
Figure 8: Distribution of Percentage
West Richland
Citizens
by
Age
(2018)
different
needs
and
of Population
expectations for parks,
open space, trails, and Figure 7: West Richland Population Age Distribution
related amenities. As shown
in Figure 7, 31.6 percent of
West Richland’s population is under 18 years old; West Richland has a high proportion of youth
as state-wide only 22.4 percent of the population is under 18.
Youth tend to be more active than other groups and more frequently participate in competitive
sports and activities such as baseball, soccer, basketball, football, etc. Young adults (ages 1835) are also an active age group and form the core of adult competitive sports.
The median age of City residents has increased from 34 years old in 2000 to 36.2 years old in
2018 and is still slightly younger than the median age of the U.S. (38.2 years). Seniors (age
55+) are increasingly participating in active recreation programs and activities. Parks and
recreation planning should respond to an aging population while also providing the facilities
and programming that are attractive to families.
State-wide, the RCO office notes “the increase in the active senior population will bring
changes as well as demand for activities that seniors enjoy increases. Recreation providers can
adapt park design and program more senior-friendly open spaces to fulfill unmet needs.
Creating space and opportunities for elders promotes health and reduces social isolation.
Examples of senior friendly outdoor recreation activities are accessible walking trails, outdoor
exercise equipment stations, senior sport zones, and outdoor exercise classes such as yoga
and tai chi. In general, seniors are most interested in walking and hiking, sightseeing, and
nature-based activities.” 9

Per the U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2018 data tables, the estimated total number
of households is 4,642 and the total number of families is 3,526.
9
https://www.rco.wa.gov/StateRecPlans/scorp/address-changing-demographics/ (Accessed
7/21/2021)
8
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Where, and how, people live help determine where parks, open space, and trails are in
demand and should be located or enhanced. In West Richland, 83 percent of housing
structures are single-family units. Although single-family housing dominates the type of
housing available, there has been a recent increase in the construction of multi-family housing
units. The open space needs for those living in apartment buildings and other multi-family
housing types are different than the needs of single-family residences with adjacent yards. This
is an important factor to consider when locating future park and recreation facilities and
creating a continuous sidewalk and trail network. Planning parks and recreation opportunities
for population growth and anticipated development type and location means the City is
proactively addressing the community recreation needs now and into the future.

Economic Development
While economic development is not typically discussed in plans for parks, the topics of
economic development and any City services, including parks maintenance, are linked. West
Richland has historically been a “bedroom community” meaning that there are more homes
and families or people living in West Richland as compared to the number of businesses,
industrial enterprises and employees working within the City. This imbalance results in a
“leakage” of sales tax revenue, as West Richland residents mostly spend money on items such
as groceries, clothing, appliances, vehicles, etc. outside of the City (or with online vendors who
do not collect sales tax) rather than within the City limits. The result is that the city does not
have as much tax revenue as it would normally have from the residential population.
However, there are promising trends helping to resolve these challenges. As the City
population has grown by 37 percent over the past 10-year period, the total assessed value of
property in the City has increased by approximately 108 percent. 10 While part of this increase
can be attributed to rising property values, the City has benefitted from the additional growth
and investments in real property. Likewise, while West Richland continues to collect far less
sales tax on a per capita basis than neighboring cities, the sales tax collected on a per-capita
basis increased from $6,042 per resident in 2010 to $10,278 per resident in 2019; 11 this was a
gain of 70 percent overall. This change can likely be attributed to increased online sales with
merchants collecting sales tax based on the zip code of the product delivery address and the
growth of businesses selling goods within the City.

Citizen Communications
Survey participants were asked, “How do you hear about events and opportunities happening
in West Richland's parks?” The most frequent responses were utility billing inserts, Facebook,
and friends/ neighbors. This reveals that the City should continue to focus efforts to
communicate information about the parks system using these communication channels.

10
11

Source: Benton County 2010 and 2020 tax booklets (Benton County Assessor)
http://apps.dor.wa.gov/ResearchStats/Content/TaxableRetailSalesLocal/Report.aspx
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GOALS

The following goals and their related action items or policies are in no set order and should
be used as a framework and basis for City actions and activities.

GOAL 1
Maintain and improve existing facilities.
a. Maintain all parks and trails to maximize safety, visibility, usability, and appeal.
b. Increase compliance with ADA accessibility standards by using the City’s approved
ADA Transition Plan to provide guidance for prioritization and implementation at each
park.
c. Plan for improvements to parks based upon their unique potential to address
management challenges, meet the needs of a diverse range of users, and provide a
range of year-round recreational choices.

GOAL 2
Operate Parks and Recreation facilities in a fiscally responsible manner.
a. Identify and secure sustainable funding opportunities for the operation and
maintenance of the City’s parks and trail system.
b. Budget adequate funding for maintenance and operations at a level required to avoid
future need for more costly complete renovations or replacement of buildings and
other park-related facilities.
WEST RICHLAND PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN | 2021
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GOAL 3
Plan new parks and recreation facilities based on current and anticipated
community needs and to maintain desired Levels of Service.
a. Provide parks, trails, and recreational facilities that serve a diverse public.
b. Design parks and recreational facilities that meet changing community recreational
values and needs.
c. Leverage Park Impact Fees to provide new park facilities, amenities, and trails in
growing or underserved areas.
d. Pursue dedication of private land to facilitate access to, or continuity of, the park
system.

GOAL 4
Provide for multiple functions in parks.
a. Maintain facilities that offer both passive and active recreation such as sports fields,
play structures, and picnic tables or benches.
b. Seek funding from grants or sponsorships to renovate the tennis courts at South
Highlands Park.
c. Determine the feasibility of creating a Splash Pad, a Dog Park, and/or a Fitness Trail in
a new or existing park.

GOAL 5
Create an interconnected trail system.
a. Maintain existing trails and add new trails that are safe and comfortable for both
recreation and as a way to travel between destinations.
b. Identify potential trails that are on routes to schools and coordinate with other
agencies to seek Safe Routes to Schools funding.
c. Support the efforts of local volunteer groups such as the Tapteal Greenway Plan and
the efforts of the Friends of Badger Mountain.

GOAL 6
Plan for the preservation of open space.
a. Maintain open spaces.
b. Manage environmentally sensitive lands for long-term ecosystem health and
biodiversity of natural systems, while maintaining community accessibility.
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GOAL 7
Develop landscaping and landscape maintenance standards to best use capital,
labor, climate, and natural resources in beautification and administration of City
parks and recreational facilities.
a. Promote the use of native and drought-tolerant landscape plantings.
b. Plant appropriate trees in City parks through the development and implementation of
a tree plan, including a list of recommended trees.
c. Manage environmentally sensitive lands for long-term ecosystem health and
biodiversity of natural systems, while making them accessible to the community.

GOAL 8
Ensure that residents can easily access public shoreline areas and enjoy a safe,
scenic, and educational experience.
a. Maintain and develop viewpoints to provide visual access to the water where the
topography prevents direct access.
b. Consider educational opportunities to inform citizens of issues related to the river
such as safe access and water quality.

GOAL 9
Communicate the City’s parks and recreation opportunities by keeping residents
informed about programming and community events.
a. Keep the City’s park section of the web page and the event calendar up to date.
b. Continue public relations and publicity efforts to inform citizens of the recreation
opportunities and special events available.
c. Consider developing a list of volunteer opportunities and ways for citizens to get
involved in the City’s parks.
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PARK, TRAIL & OPEN SPACE SYSTEM

Introduction
The Parks system in West Richland was developed
over time largely through civic and community
efforts. Volunteerism and citizen engagement have
always been, and will remain, at the cornerstone of
these important community places. Likewise, the
events, tournaments, seasonal celebrations and
concerts held in the City are driven by volunteer
efforts.
West Richland residents, businesses and visitors
alike are fortunate to experience beloved parks
Figure 9: Community Garden Volunteers
and facilities which can be attributed to the
foresight of volunteers, community leaders and important partners who established a lasting
legacy.
The spirit of collaboration, the value of hard work, and dedication to future generations
continue to be important components of the parks, trails, and open space system in the City.
This section includes detailed analysis of these assets and discusses existing conditions.
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Overview of West Richland’s System
A few important facts regarding the parks, trails, open spaces and recreational fields of West
Richland are listed below:

THE CITY MANAGES 15 PARK AND RECREATION SITES TOTALING
OVER 82 ACRES, A VARIETY OF RECREATIONAL AMENITIES AND
ASSETS, SPECIAL USE FACILITIES AND OVER 9 MILES OF
IMPROVED SURFACE TRAILS

THE PARKS SYSTEM IS OPERATED WITHOUT ANY
DEDICATED STAFF OR SIGNIFICANT ALLOCATION OF
BUDGET FUNDS

THE PARKS SYSTEM IS MANAGED IN A PARTNERSHIP
BETWEEN THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS DEPARTMENTS

THE CITY'S PARKS BOARD IS A GROUP OF APPOINTED
VOLUNTEERS THAT MAKES RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE
CITY COUNCIL ON PARKS AND RECREATION TOPICS

THE BOMBING RANGE SPORTS COMPLEX, AND THE YAKIMA
RIVER GATEWAY PARK ARE FINANCIALLY SUPPORTED BY THE CITY
WHILE SERVING THE GREATER REGION

The map in Figure 10 shows the locations of the various parks in the City, as well as open space
locations. The network of pathways (asphalted or concrete paths typically in the road right of
way, that are separated from the street and generally wider than sidewalks) and trails (typically
located within parks, easements or greenbelts is also shown, together with school locations.
The Tapteal River trail (along the Yakima River, discussed on page 28) is also noted.
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Figure 10: Map of West Richland Parks and Trails (2021)
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Inventory, Condition, and Capacity of West Richland’s System
The following tables provide a basic overview on all the parks in West Richland’s system. More
detailed information is provided in the “Parks Profiles” section of this plan.
Table 1: Regional and Community Parks
Name
Bombing Range Sports Complex^
Flat Top Park

Address
3200 Bombing Range Road
4749 W Van Giesen Street

Park at the Lakes

Access from 3600 block at Bombing
Range Road, or via Lakeside Lane
2010 Hummingbird Lane
3600 W. Van Giesen

South Highlands Park
Yakima River Gateway Park^
*Approximate ^Regional Park

Size
25 Acres
10.15 Acres

(Note: The acreage also
includes undeveloped
open space and a Park &
Ride facility)

20 Acres*
2.53 Acres
2.5 Acres
60.18 Acres*

Table 2: Neighborhood Parks
Name
Coyote Park
Edgewater Park
Enterprise Park
Glenn Memorial Park
Grant Court Park
Luanne Estates Park
Melinda Park
Paradise Park
Paul Keith Wetland Preserve
Wildcat Park
Yellowstone Trail Park

Address
2401 S. Highlands Blvd
4507 Chelan Drive
4900 Spirea Ct
5901 Gray Street
3713 Grant Loop
Fern Loop
4313 Melinda Drive
1800 S Highlands Blvd
Off of Keene Road, near W. Lattin
intersection
Paradise and 50th Street
106 Austin Drive

*Approximate

Size
2.8 Acres
0.5 Acre
6 Acres
1.66 Acres
0.1 Acre*
0.3 Acre
0.75 Acre
1 Acre
8.5 acres
0.4 Acre*
0.9 Acre
22.61 Acres*

Table 3: Dedicated Open Space
Name and Description
Laurel Hill Addition Tract:
Undeveloped open space (reserved
in subdivision due to steep slopes)
(City property)
Glenbrook Tract: Undeveloped open
space (reserved in subdivision due to
wetland)
(City property)
Westwood Estates Tract:
Undeveloped open space with a
paved pathway that connects to other
pathways and will eventually become
a city park (City property)

Location
King Drive / Ironton Drive

Size
6.1 Acres

Keene Road

5.6 Acres

1050 Topaz Avenue

1.5 Acres
(trail length: approx.
.13 miles)
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Name and Description
Former Union-Pacific Railway lots:
former right-of-way space which is
approximately 200-feet wide
comprises a long strip of open space
(and potentially a future linear park
location)
(City property)

Location
Near the City’s raceway property,
extending northwest from the
Keene road alignment from the
place where Keene road turns
north-south

Size
20 acres*

Enterprise Middle School – northwest
corner: Open space, left
undeveloped for squirrel, burrowing
owl (candidate species for the State’s
endangered list) habitat
(Richland School District property)

5200 Paradise Way

5.3 Acres

*Approximate

38.5 Acres*

Table 4 lists additional open space that is currently available in the city 12, but which should be
considered either transitional (when other future uses are possible), or multi-purpose (i.e.
stormwater facilities).
Table 4: Additional Open Space
Name and Description
BLM-owned land that could be
combined with the City’s Westwood
Estates Tract for a park
City-owned property near the top of
Flat Top Mountain, with limited
access
BLM-owned land which the City
would like to acquire and transition
into formal open space or a park with
limited recreational activities
BLM-owned properties near or
adjacent to the Bombing Range
Sports Complex which the city would
like to acquire
Various city-owned parcels / tracts/
right of way spaces used for
stormwater management
Various BLM lands
Irrigation canals
The West Richland Golf Course is
developed open space used for
recreation; the eastern portion is a
parcel acquired via a state grant and
is owned by the City and leased to
the golf course operator

12

Location
Lots 173 and 174 of Section 6 of
Willamette Heights (near Topaz Ct.)

Size
3.2 acres

Lot 6 of Section 6 of Willamette
Heights

5.0 acres

Lots 55,56,57,58,59,64,65,66 and
89, Section 6 of Willamette Heights
(near Colins Road)

22.5

Lots 215, 235, 236, and 247 of
Section 8 of Willamette Heights
(near Northlake Dr.)

12.5 acres

Throughout the city

N/A

Throughout the city
Throughout the city
Fallon Drive

N/A
N/A
N/A

No public access to these sites is implied.
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Existing Pathways, Trails, and Facilities - Inventory

The City’s pathway and trail system consists of approximately 9.3 miles of improved pathways
and trails. These trails and paths are typically located within road rights-of-way, open spaces,
parks, utility corridors and pathway easements. These facilities are intended to be used by
both pedestrians and bicyclists. The pathways and trails act as alternative transportation
corridors connecting users to destination points such as parks, commercial developments,
residential developments, the Yakima River, transit centers, medical facilities, etc.
Inventory of Pathway and Trail System:
• Keene Road (Kennedy Road to Belmont Boulevard and SR 224 / Van Giesen to a terminus
1500’ south of Ruppert Rd)
• Belmont Blvd. (S. City Limits to Onyx Avenue and Athens Drive to SR 224/ Van Giesen)
• Harrington Drive (N. 62nd Ave to Twin Bridges)
• Fallon Drive (Municipal Golf Course frontage)
• Park at the Lakes
• Coyote Park
• Paradise Park
• Melinda Park
• Paul Keith Wetland Preserve
• Yakima Gateway Park
Community Garden Capacity
The raised garden plots at Yellowstone Trail Park have consistently been either fully reserved
(or with only a few empty plots) every year since 2015. The gardeners using the raised beds
typically reserve one to three garden plots each.
West Richland Area Senior Center
The West Richland Senior Center is located at Glen Memorial Park and is home to the West
Richland Senior Association, a non-profit group that facilitates activities at the center under an
agreement with the City. The Center provides many opportunities for seniors and other
community members to socialize and recreate through classes, lectures, games, and social
events. The building is just over 2,000 square feet and includes a kitchen and restrooms.
Recreational Vehicle Dump Station
The City owns and maintains the property at 476 South 40th Avenue, a 0.47 acre parcel that
includes an RV tank dump station with non-potable water hoses for flushing tanks. The site is
easy to use and access with pull-through spaces, and there is no charge for the use. This
supports Recreational Vehicle uses, including camping, by City Residents.
Belmont Business District City Shops / Maintenance Facility
The City’s 12,960 square-foot maintenance shop is situated near the administrative building
on a campus south of Keene Road, accessed via Belmont Boulevard. The maintenance shop
is used by the City’s public works maintenance staff, to support the water, sewer, stormwater,
streets, and parks facilities throughout the City. The building was completed in 2017. Parking
is available for visitors to access the adjacent trail.
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Parks Distribution
Figure 8 shows the general distribution of parks within the City (with the exception of Wildcat
Park and Grant Court Park which were excluded from the map and analysis due to their small
size and lack of amenities). The map also shows the locations of homes as of spring 2020
throughout the City. Homes within a one-quarter mile radius of a park are shown in blue, while
homes outside of the one quarter mile radius are shown in red. The locations of apartments
and manufactured home parks are also shown.
This map shows that about half of the homes in West Richland are within the one-quarter mile
radius of a city park.
It is evident that the City should emphasize focus on the neighborhood areas to the west and
south ends of the developed portions of the city, when acquiring additional land for parks.
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Figure 11: Parks Distribution
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Parks and Facilities not owned by the City
In addition to the parks, open spaces, and trails located within the City limits, there are several
areas for recreation nearby and beyond West Richland’s borders that serve the West Richland
population.

Richland School District Properties and Amenities

First, within and near the City of West Richland there are numerous Richland School District
properties that provide sports fields and playgrounds enjoyed by West Richland citizens and
others in the area. These properties commonly feature playgrounds, sports fields, walking
tracks, and open space features that are valuable to the community. While school grounds are
closed to the public during school hours, some public access is available to the community
according to the school district’s policies. The Richland School District also allows sports
leagues and community groups to reserve sports fields and recreation space.

West Richland Golf Course

Next, the privately-operated West Richland Golf
Course at 4000 Fallon Drive provides an opportunity
for recreation as a golf course open to the general
public. 13 The golf course has an intriguing history as
the site was previously farm land used by the
government for emergency landings and dropping
points for planes in WWII. The federal government
converted the space into a 9-hole golf course in 1953.
Today, the 18-hole (par 71) course, situated along the
Yakima River, also boasts a welcoming clubhouse with
a full-service restaurant, bar and a banquet room for
special events. Additionally, the course is an important
and notable location in the City for beautiful developed
open space with mature trees and habitat areas.

Benton REA’s Meeting Room

West Richland Golf Course
Photo credit: Tri City Herald

Benton Rural Electric Association (REA), the member-owned electrical cooperative that serves
the City, has offices at 6095 W. Van Giesen in West Richland. There is a “community room” in
that building which features a small kitchen, restrooms, and a meeting space that can be used
for non-profit events and meetings by community members and organizations.

Recreational Amenities in Housing Developments

It is also worth noting that multi-family housing development are typically required to provide
recreational space within the development. For example, the Quail Spring apartment building
on Dallas Road provides a pool, playground, and covered pavilion as special amenities

The golf course is developed over two parcels; the eastern parcel was acquired via a state grant and
is owned by the City; it is leased to the golf course operator. The western parcel is privately owned.
13
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available to apartment residents. Requirements for facilities are determined according to the
applicable West Richland Municipal Code at the time of project development.

Regional Trails and Open Space Preserve

Other publicly accessible recreational areas are located within the immediate region that were
created and are maintained by collaborative efforts, such as the Candy Mountain Preserve and
the new Badger Mountain Centennial Preserve, both very popular Benton County parks.
The Candy Mountain Preserve is 195 acres in size, and functions to protect habitat and
conserve lands that are unique for their geology; Benton County acquired the land in 2016,
and the new trail and preserve was opened to the public in 2017. This trail (depicted in Figure
9) is open to hiking, biking, running, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, and horseback riding
and offers breathtaking views. Benton County and the non-profit Friends of Badger Mountain
partnered to create this new county park, raising more than $1.5 million in private donations,
corporate sponsors, and a state grant from the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program.

Figure 12: Benton County's Candy Mountain Preserve and Trail (Image Source: RCO)
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Benton County partners with organizations such as The Friends of Badger Mountain (FOBM)
to assist the County with the management and stewardship of the County Park System. FOBM
advocated for both projects, raised funds (including grants from Washington State), advised
on policy, and helped to develop overall awareness and interest in the parks throughout the
community. The volunteer organization continues to oversee the building of trails at Candy
and Badger Mountain Preserves. FOBM recently partnered with the local chapter of the Native
Plant Society, Ice Age Floods Institute, and Benton County, to establish a 1.2-mile Interpretive
Loop Trail at the Candy Mountain Preserve.
In the future, the FOBM organization plans to contact an owner of land within the city limits that
abuts the current preserve, to establish a trailhead park in West Richland. In 2019 the group
provided a presentation to the Port of Kennewick, where they identified that in 2023, they will
seek an agreement with landowners. If an agreement can be made, they will proceed in 2024
with an application for matching funds in the form of an RCO grant. Fundraising would follow
in 2025 and the following year, to raise money for the grant funds match for land acquisition.
Finally, the master plan and trailhead and parking design would be completed in 2026 with
construction occurring in 2027.
The FOBM indicated they foresee that the project would include Benton County and the City
as partners, and they would also plan to request $150,000 from the Port of Kennewick.
(Additional information can be found at friendsofbadger.org)

Red Mountain’s Trails and Open Space

In addition to the publicly accessible parks and trails, hikers can make reservations to walk
among some of the vineyards along Red Mountain where several landowners have worked
together to create private trails.

Tapteal Water Trail

The Tapteal Water Trail refers to a mapped out and designated course of the Yakima River
which many enjoy during the warmer months for boating, paddle boarding and floating. The
trail begins at the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Launch in Benton City, wraps
downstream in a northern and then southeastern direction around West Richland, and ends at
the confluence with the Columbia River at Bateman Island in Richland. The total distance is
approximately 30 miles. In total there are 10 launch sites (some require a Discover Pass to park
vehicles, and some are described as primitive access sites.) The Tapteal Greenway non-profit
association has posted signs to help visitors locate access sites and directional signage to mark
the miles. The West Richland launch (shown as site nine on the map) is at mile 21.25.
(Additional information can be found at http://tapteal.org)
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Figure 13: Tapteal Water Trail Map (Source: Tapteal.org)

Additional Open Space

There is a significant amount of informal open space surrounding the more urban areas of West
Richland as over half of all the lands within the City limits are currently used as farmland.
Although these areas are not intended for recreation, they do provide relief from the built
environment and allow mostly unobstructed views of the area.
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SPECIAL FOCUS TOPICS

Events and Activities
Many community partners host events in the City’s Parks, which has traditionally included the
Summer Concert Series (hosted by the Red Mountain Lions Club), Hogs ‘n Dogs (hosted by the
West Richland Area Chamber of Commerce), the National Night Out (hosted by the City), the
annual Easter Egg Hunt (hosted by the West Richland Area Chamber of Commerce and the
Benton County Fire District 4).
The annual Tri-Cities Geocoin Challenge “Mega Event” is an outdoor recreational activity
where participants use a GPS or mobile device to find hidden treasures called geocaches. The
event typically takes place at the end of June every year. The City participates as an event
sponsor, and coordinates to establish geocaches throughout the city each year for the event,
which brings visitors outside of the region to the Tri-Cities.
Individuals and groups may reserve park facilities for special events. At Flat Top Park, the City
can grant use of the pavilion, kitchen, upper lawn or lower lawn areas for various activities.
Likewise, at the Bombing Range Sports Complex certain areas can be reserved for non-sportsoriented events. A special use permit must be applied for and obtained for events with one
hundred or more people.

Sports Leagues
The City has a strong commitment to maintaining existing partnerships, and creating new ones,
with sports leagues and associations that provide sports and recreation opportunities for youth
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and adults in the City. Groups which have traditionally reserved fields
or operated programs within the City include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tri-Cities Youth Soccer Association
Academy of Soccer Excellence
Richland Youth Football League
Columbia Basin Soccer Association
Greater Richland Little League
Three Rivers Soccer Club

Because the fields and other park amenities are in high demand, the
City operates a system for field reservations so that priority in
scheduling is granted to youth programs over adult activities, and
activities involving city residents rank higher than activities mainly
involving non-residents. Finally, recreational use is prioritized ahead of competitive uses.
These priorities in reservations are assured by conducing block reservation periods for
different seasons; applications are due by a specific, advertised date for each sports season to
allow the City to process the requests and schedule uses as equitably as possible.
Reservations may be made for the six soccer fields, the football field, and the four baseball
fields at the Bombing Range Sports Complex, as well as the clubhouse / concession stand. At
Flat Top park, there are two soccer fields that can be reserved, one on the lower lawn and the
other in the upper lawn area. Fees are collected for field and facility use.

Existing partnerships for recreational programming
In addition to the City of West Richland’s parks and recreation opportunities there are other
public, private, or non-profit organizations and associations within the city that offer classes,
facilities, and events. The City has many existing partnerships established through interlocal
agreements such as those between the City and the Richland School District. A paved path
was created in the Paul Keith Wetland Preserve by such an agreement between the two entities.
The Mid-Columbia Libraries offer many programs like those typically offered by community
centers in larger cities. Such opportunities include concerts, reading programs in English
and/or Spanish, trivia nights, LEGO Club, holiday parties, and movies.
Benton REA supports a wide range of community events. In summer 2019, Benton REA hosted
their annual member meeting and luncheon at Libby Middle School in West Richland which
included family-friendly activities including tethered rides on their Touchstone Energy Hot Air
Balloon, as well as games, live music and face painting. The cooperative will likely continue to
offer these events in West Richland on a regular basis.
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Trees in Parks and in City Rights-of-Way
Many people commonly agree and recognize that trees have environmental and aesthetic
values and benefits. For example, trees help foster urban biodiversity by providing habitat,
food, and protection to birds and other animals; trees absorb carbon dioxide, which can
consequently mitigate climate change; and trees improve our water quality, mitigating
stormwater runoff impacts.
According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations:
•

Landscaping, especially with trees, can increase property values by 20 percent

•

Trees that are placed around buildings in a proper fashion can reduce air conditioning
demands by 30 percent and also save heating energy usage by between 20 and 50
percent

•

Trees are excellent filters for cleaning the air and filtering urban pollutants and fine
particulates

It is less common, however, to consider the many economic, physiological, and psychological
values and benefits of trees in the urban environment. The Food and Agriculture Organization
also notes:
•

Trees are important for health and wellness; studies have shown that when a person
spends time near trees, it improves physical and mental health; increased energy levels,
improved speed of recovery, decreased stress and decreased blood pressure have all
been documented.

The University of Washington’s College of the Environment has
compiled information and research on the numerous benefits of trees
and nature in cities in their "Green Cities: Good Health" website,
which outlines the science that has been conducted on the topic.
Much of the research included in that site originates from Japan
where Shinrin-yoku ("forest walking") is a common cultural practice
that has been found to improve immune system response, lower
glucose in diabetic patients, lower stress indicators, and reduce
depression. 14
In recognition of these benefits and values, the Washington State
Urban and Community Forestry Program partners with the USDA
Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry Program to provide
financial assistance to localities such as West Richland, providing
grants (see “Potential Funding Sources” section for further detail).

14

http://depts.washington.edu/hhwb/
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Community Gardening
The City’s Community Garden at 106 Austin Drive
(Yellowstone Trail Park) was established through a partnership
between volunteers and the City, with assistance from many
generous local businesses. The garden project was launched
by Mayor Brent Gerry as a community project to enhance the
Van Giesen Corridor through beautification, enhancement,
volunteerism, and community involvement.
Community gardens are recognized for their ability to
strengthen ties in local communities. People are able to
spend time outdoors, work with their hands, and grow their
own fruits, vegetables and flowers. The community garden
promotes a healthy lifestyle in this way. Community gardens
also give neighbors and residents an opportunity to connect
and thus the community gardens can boost community spirits.
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PARK PROFILES

WEST RICHLAND PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN | 2021
34

BOMBING RANGE SPORTS COMPLEX
Park Information
3200 Bombing Range Road
 25 acres
 Type: Regional Park


Key Features










Two parking lots
Restrooms
Baseball fields with backstops
(4)
Two concession stands
Clubhouse
Soccer fields (6)
Football field
Practice areas for ball sports
Large play equipment

Other Facilities









Baseball dugouts and
scoreboards
Football goals and
scoreboard
Pitching practice nets
Electricity available
Benches
Picnic tables
Walkways
Bike racks

Parcel Numbers
1-0898-302-0250-000
1-0898-302-0251-000
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Park Character and Context
The Bombing Range Sports Complex is the largest park in the City. It includes regionally known
sports facilities used for practices, games, and tournaments. It is the site of the annual “Hogs ‘n
Dogs Family Festival” and the annual Easter egg hunt. Residential uses surround the park,
except for a religious facility located to the north and a childcare facility to the west, across
Bombing Range Road.
The park is near a transit stop for a local bus route. Vehicular access to the park is available
from Bombing Range Road and Northlake Drive and from Champion Ave, accessed from Mt.
Adams View Drive. Two off-street parking lots are available; one is located along the street
frontage of Bombing Range Road and contains 137 paved parking spaces and the other is on
the east side of the park, containing 117 paved parking spaces.
Good pedestrian access to the park is available from the surrounding residential
neighborhoods to the north, south, and east however, the neighborhoods located west of
Bombing Range Road must cross that the busy street to access the park.
The Bombing Range Sports Complex was expanded in 2000 when playground equipment was
installed, a bathroom was constructed, the main parking lot was developed, and a trail,
lighting, and signage was installed with the assistance of an RCO grant. Around that same
time, a separate grant was used to expand the park and acquire additional acreage.

Park Issues

Parking: The Richland Youth Football League, Tri-City Youth Soccer Association, Columbia
Basin Soccer Association, and the Greater Richland Little League are some of the associations
that utilize the sports fields. During major events, there is not enough off-street parking and
people will park cars along Northlake Drive and Champion Drive to gain park access. The
eastern parking lot surface is in poor condition and needs to be re-paved/ re-striped.

Field usage: The fields are well-utilized and additional fields would be helpful and would be
used, particularly since the City must occasionally limit field usage to maintain quality and
prevent over-use that degrades the condition.

Clubhouse maintenance: The clubhouses were repainted (exterior) in 2020 and a new roof
was added. Volunteer work and partnerships with local sports clubs benefit the community.

Park Potential
As the premier park in the City’s system, the objective for this park is to maintain the high level
of amenity and general upkeep on facilities to keep the park fresh and attractive to sports
leagues and competitions, which come from all over the state to compete.

Near-Term Needs
•
•

Install water fountains with potable water/water bottle filler on the east side of the park
Relocate the park sign off of Mt. Adams View drive to the park property, and place a
wayfinding sign at that location instead
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•
•
•
•

Add shaded picnic areas
Renovate or implement a turf replacement program
Resurface the parking lot off Champion Ave. and crack seal the parking lot off Bombing
Range Road
Continue to develop a plan and program for effective turf management (mowing,
aeration, overseeding, fertilization, irrigation, weed management) to maximize efforts
keeping the fields in good condition

Long-Term Needs and Recommendations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improve Champion Ave. from gravel surfacing to asphalt to provide better access to
the east parking lot
Install electrical power around perimeter of fields
Install exercise stations for stretching
Construct concession stand improvements
Install play features for older children
Replace/expand the playground
Consider adding a sidewalk along the Northlake Drive frontage
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COYOTE PARK
Park Information
2401 S. Highlands Blvd
• 2.8 acres
• Type: Neighborhood Park
•

Key Features
•
•
•
•
•

Picnic tables
Shelters
Play structures
Basketball court
Horseshoe pits

Other Facilities
•

Benches

Parcel Number
1-0798-202-0001-002
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Park Character and Context
Coyote Park is nestled within the well-established neighborhood known as Bird Hill.
Residential uses surround the park. Vehicular access to the park is available from S. Highlands
Boulevard, Mulberry Avenue, Warbler Lane, and Kona Drive. There are not any off-street
parking spaces available. Good pedestrian access to the park is available from the surrounding
residential neighborhood.

Park Issues
None known.

Park Potential
As a well-loved neighborhood park, Coyote Park serves as a central neighborhood gathering
place with a variety of recreational options.

Near-Term Needs
•
•

Install water fountains with potable water/water bottle filler
Install bike racks

Long-Term Needs and Recommendations
•

Connect the walking path to the Mulberry Street sidewalk (there is a slope down to the
sidewalk, so the connection should be designed to meander as needed, to avoid a
grade that would not be ADA-complaint)
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EDGEWATER PARK
Park Information
4507 Chelan Drive
• Approx. 0.5 acre
• Type: Neighborhood Park
•

Key Features
Play structure
• Swings
•

Other Facilities
•

Bike racks

Parcel Number
1-3208-302-0014-000
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Park Character and Context
Edgewater Park is a small neighborhood park situated within an older, established
neighborhood which is located to the south of the West Richland Golf Course and north of the
commercial uses along W Van Giesen Street. Flat Top Park is located approximately one-third
of a mile from this park and is the location of the nearest transit stop to the park. The park offers
swings, a playset, and a bit of room for pre-school and elementary-aged children to run around.
Residential uses surround the park.
Vehicular access to the park is available from Chelan Drive. There are no off-street parking
spaces. Good pedestrian access to the park is available from the surrounding residential
neighborhood, from Chelan Drive side.

Park Issues
None known.

Park Potential
As a neighborhood park, the objective for this park is to maintain the high level of pedestrian
accessibility and provide a place for youth to play.

Near-Term Needs
•
•
•
•

Install water fountains with potable water/water bottle filler
Renovate or replace play equipment
Plant trees to provide a shade canopy
Add benches

Long-Term Needs and Recommendations
•
•

Install play features for older children
Replace/expand the playground
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ENTERPRISE PARK
Park Information
4900 Spirea Ct
• 6 acres
• Type: Neighborhood Park
•

Key Features
Gravel parking lot
Baby swings
• Picnic tables
• Benches
• Bike racks
•
•

Parcel Numbers
1-0798-412-0010-001
1-1798-201-1832-004
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Park Character and Context
Enterprise Park is a linear neighborhood park that takes advantage of powerline easements.
Large, mature trees provide welcome shade. The park is near a transit stop for a local bus route.
Vehicular access to the park is available from Bombing Range Road and E. Spirea Court. A
small off-street parking lot is available via Bombing Range Road. Good pedestrian access to
the park is available from the surrounding residential neighborhoods to the north, west, and
south however, the neighborhoods located east of Bombing Range Road must cross that busy
road to access the park.

Park Issues
None known.

Park Potential
As a linear park near many neighborhoods, the objective for this park is to make the best use
of lands with utility easements and sustain the recreational opportunities.

Near-Term Needs and Recommendations
•
•
•
•

Install water fountains with potable water/water bottle filler
Install a second park sign near the play structure and off of E. Spirea Ct. for better
identification
Add interpretive signage to explain the park name
Add drought-tolerant, native landscaping along the Bombing Range Road frontage of
the eastern most parcel, for visual appeal and for park experience enhancement

Long-Term Needs and Recommendations
•
•
•
•
•

Pave the gravel parking lot
Install exercise stations for stretching
Install play features for older children
Replace/expand the playground
Monitor the trees to make sure no hazards emerge
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FLAT TOP COMMUNITY PARK
Park Information
4749 W Van Giesen Street
• Approximately 10 acres
• Type: Community Park
• Co-Located with Park and
Ride (Ben Franklin Transit)
•

Key Features
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parking lot
Community pavilion with
sinks and workroom
Basketball court
Veterans’ Memorial
Soccer fields
Baseball field
Practice areas for ball sports
Small play equipment

Other Facilities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Swings
Restrooms
Electricity available
Benches
Picnic tables
Walkways
BBQs
Bike racks

Parcel Number
1-0698-102-0126-001
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Park Character and Context
Flat Top Community Park is the City’s central and flagship park, situated in the southwest corner
of the intersection of W Van Giesen Street and Bombing Range Road. It is the site of two
Veterans’ Memorials and of many annual events including Concerts in the Park, National Night
Out, the Harvest Festival, and Carols & Cocoa. The park pavilion was built in 2000, supported
by dozens of volunteers and contributors.
The West Richland Transit Center Park and Ride uses the transit stop located here and shares
the 180 paved parking spaces with park patrons. Vehicular access to the park is available from
Bombing Range Road and Austin Drive. A mix of commercial and residential uses surround
the park with commercial uses generally located west and north across W Van Giesen Street
and residential located to the south of the park and to the east, across Bombing Range Road.
Pedestrian access is available via sidewalks along Bombing Range Road and W Van Giesen
Street, and pedestrians walking from the east or north may use the lighted crosswalks to aid
them in traversing the intersection.

Park Issues

None known. (There are some limitations to specific functions / activities / alterations since
Federal Funding was used for the Park and Ride facility located within the Parking Lot.)

Park Potential
As the flagship park in the City’s system, the objective for this park is to maintain the high level
of amenities and general upkeep on facilities to keep the park fresh and attractive for
community events and activities and sports leagues. Traditionally the park has been used for
large regional events and concerts; recently food-truck events have been hosted at the park.

Near-Term Needs
•
•
•
•
•

Replace the existing water fountains with new water fountains including a water bottle
filler
Consider tree rings
Replace all the barbeques
Add an asphalt path to the play area
Improve the horseshoe pits which are in disrepair

Long-Term Needs
•
•
•
•
•

Install electrical power around perimeter of fields
Install play features for older children
Replace/expand the playground
Plan for repainting of the pavilion building and a new roof when appropriate
Monitor the trees to make sure no hazards emerge
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GLENN MEMORIAL PARK
Park Information
5901 Gray Street
• 1.6 acres
• Type: Neighborhood Park
•

Key Features
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parking lot
The Senior Center
Playfield / baseball field
Basketball court
Swings
Large trees

Other Facilities
•
•
•
•
•

Restrooms (inside the Senior
Center)
Benches
Picnic tables
Bike racks
Horseshoe pits

Parcel Number
1-3108-202-0011-025
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Park Character and Context
Glenn Memorial Park is the home of the West Richland Senior Center. It is situated in the center
of an older neighborhood with mature vegetation and is surrounded by residential uses. The
park is near a transit stop for a local bus route.
Vehicular access to the park is available from N 60th Avenue where twenty-four off-street
parking spaces are available in a small parking lot shared with the Senior Center. Good
pedestrian access to the park is available from the surrounding residential neighborhood
roads to the north, east, and west.

Park Issues
Many of the features of this park are showing their age and need to be refurbished.

Park Potential
The park is under-utilized and could be enhanced to potentially increase use and activity.

Near-Term Needs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Replace or renovate the baseball field backstop and improve the infield
Consider adding a park sign consistent with city signage
Consider adding wheel stops in the parking lot near grassy areas
Consider adding tree rings
Install lighting to illuminate the American flag at night
Install water fountains with potable water/water bottle filler
Renovate or replace play equipment

Long-Term Needs and Recommendations
•
•

Consider adding sidewalks along the park frontage on 60th and 59th
Replace/expand the playground
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GRANT COURT PARK
Park Information
3713 Grant Loop
• Approx. 0.1 acre
• Type: Neighborhood Park
•

Key Features
A play structure
• A bench
•

Parcel Numbers
None

(Within right-of-way)
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Park Character and Context
Grant Court Park, the smallest park in West Richland, is categorized as a neighborhood park,
but it can be considered more of a “pocket park.” The park was built within the right-of-way of
Grant Loop and provides just enough space to sit and watch children play on the play structure.
Residential uses surround the park, in an area that is within close proximity to the businesses
along W Van Giesen Street. Good pedestrian access to the park is available from the
surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Park Issues
None known.

Park Potential
As a very small park in the City’s system, the objective for this park is to maintain a spot for a
brief respite in an area with limited backyard spaces for residents.

Near-Term Needs
•
•

Add a sign consistent with other park signage
Renovate or replace the bench and play structure

Long-Term Needs and Recommendations
•

Replace/expand the playground
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LUANNE ESTATES PARK
Park Information
Fern Court
• Approx. 0.3 acre
• Type: Neighborhood Park
•

Key Features
•

A play structure

Parcel Number
1-3108-403-010-2000
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Park Character and Context
Luanne Estates Park was created in northeast West Richland when the surrounding
neighborhood was established in the early 1980’s. The park is tucked in off of Fern Court, a
cul-de-sac accessed from Fern Loop. Residential uses surround the park. The park is
approximately two-tenths of a mile from a transit stop located on Grosscup Boulevard.
Vehicular access to the park is available from Fern Court although there is no off-street parking
available. Good pedestrian access to the park is available from the surrounding residential
neighborhood. The park boasts excellent shade trees.

Park Issues
None known.

Park Potential
As a small neighborhood park, the park serves its purpose in providing a space to gather and
play.

Near-Term Needs
•
•
•
•

Add a dog waste station and trash cans
Add a bench or two
Install water fountains with potable water/water bottle filler
Consider tree rings

Long-Term Needs
•
•
•

Install play features for older children
Replace/expand the playground
Monitor the trees to make sure no hazards emerge
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MELINDA PARK
Park Information
4313 Melinda Drive
• Approximately 0.75 acre
• Type: Neighborhood Park
•

Key Features
•
•
•
•
•
•

Swings (including a baby
swing)
A play structure
A paved path
Picnic tables
Benches
Mature trees with nice shade
canopy

Parcel Number
1-0598-309-0003-018
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Park Character and Context
Melinda Park is park in the “Kingview” neighborhood. Residential uses surround the park.
Vehicular access to the park is available from both Melinda Drive to the north and Norma Loop
to the south of the park. Good pedestrian access to the park is available from the surrounding
residential neighborhoods.

Park Issues
None known.

Park Potential
This park sustains its role as a small park intended for use by the surrounding landowners.

Near-Term Needs
•

Install water fountains with potable water/water bottle filler

Long-Term Needs and Recommendations
•
•
•

There is a nice shaded area featuring benches and a picnic table on the northeast side
of the park; consider adding an asphalt path to connect the area to the existing pathway
for better wheeled access (wheelchairs, strollers, etc.)
Install play features for older children
Replace/expand the playground
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PARADISE PARK
Park Information
1800 S Highlands Blvd
• 1 acre
• Type: Neighborhood Park
•

Key Features
Bench
• Walkways
• Play structure
•

Parcel Number
1-0798-203-0003-003

WEST RICHLAND PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN | 2021
54

Park Character and Context
Paradise Park is a dual access park with paved paths. Residential uses surround the park.
Vehicular access to the park is available from S. Highlands Boulevard to the west and from
Kalakaua Court to the east of the park. Good pedestrian access to the park is available from
the surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Park Issues
None known.

Park Potential
This park sustains its role as a small park intended for use by the surrounding landowners.

Near-Term Needs
•
•

Install water fountains with potable water/water bottle filler
Install bike racks

Long-Term Needs and Recommendations
•

Monitor the trees to make sure no hazards emerge
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PARK AT THE LAKES
Park Information
Access from 3600 block at
Bombing Range Road, or via
Lakeside Lane
• Approximately 20 acres
• Type: Community Park
•

Key Features
Two parking lots
• 1.54-mile loop trail
• Two “lakes”
• Natural areas
•

Other Facilities
Benches
• Picnic tables
•

Parcel Numbers
117981012204002
117981020002012
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Park Character and Context
The Park at the Lakes is a unique park with two lake beds and a lovely paved trail encircling the
park, that was completed around 2010. In 2015, the west end of the park was enhanced with
native plantings surrounding the parking lot. There are benches for taking breaks along the
path or for enjoying the birds and animals that live nearby. Residential uses surround the park.
There is a transit stop for a local bus route located to the south of the trailhead parking lot
along Bombing Range Road. Vehicular access to the park is available from Bombing Range
Road and Lakeside Lane. Off-street parking lots are available from those access points; one
located off Bombing Range Road contains 29 paved parking spaces and another is off Lakeside
Lane and contains about six paved parking spaces. Good pedestrian access to the park is
available from the surrounding residential neighborhood.
The lakes were originally formed as irrigation ponds for farming, until the land was transformed
with low density residential development. Residents living along the eastern lake have
invested into the park’s atmosphere by installing water fountains that are beautiful and also
limits algae by aerating the water.

Park Issues

Maintenance: Management of vegetation along the water’s edge and prevention of algae
accumulation is necessary to maintain a healthy and beautiful environment.

Nuisances: Droppings from waterfowl tend to accumulate and an create a nuisance and algae

blooms and tack weed are additional problems. The water quality does not allow for
swimming.

Park Potential
The Park at the Lakes trail is very popular among neighborhood residents and people from all
over the area. There is great potential for the trail to become part of a larger trail system.
There is also a potential to improve the park’s ‘”dry lake” area on the park’s west end with
enhancements such as a natural playground (a play area consisting of natural elements such
as boulders, tree logs and stumps, drainage paths, slides built into the landscape and climbing
walkways and bridges, tunnels from hallowed out logs, etc.; the use of natural or faux-natural
materials, particularly recycled materials, is used instead of steel structures), a native plants
restoration project, or by planting trees in the area that will grow to be grand shade trees with
an attractive tree canopy at maturity. However, all of these options are rather costly
considering their limited benefits as these solutions would likely rank lower as compared to
other city park priorities.

Near-Term Needs
•

Install water fountains with potable water/water bottle filler at the trailhead.
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Long-Term Needs and Recommendations
•
•
•
•

Convert the unfilled lake into natural terrain play area, add plantings for wildlife habitat
enhancement or create a third lake for enjoyment and aesthetic improvements and
habitat enhancement
Continue existing paved pathway at Park at the Lakes along the utility corridor and
connect to Keene Road between Belmont Blvd and Van Giesen
Install exercise stations for stretching
Seek solutions to improve water quality
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PAUL KEITH WETLAND PRESERVE
Park Information
No Address – Keene Dr.
• 8.5 acres
• Type: Neighborhood Park
•

Key Features
Natural areas
• 1,000-foot trail
•

Other Facilities
•

Public parking available in a
lot east of the city’s Municipal
Building (Via Belmont Blvd.)

Parcel Number
1-1898-203-0003-000
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Park Character and Context
The Paul Keith Wetland preserve is a natural area in the Riverwood subdivision that has a
wetland which is protected (together with the wetland buffers) for ecological functions and
values, including habitat. A paved trail was added when Leona Libby Middle School opened.
This is a pretty spot for enjoying the natural features of the wetland and the birds who
congregate in the spot.

Park Issues
Mosquito control and the prevention of noxious / non-native vegetation growth.

Park Potential
The park could be enhanced with simple features such as interpretive signage or park benches
but is not intended for intensive recreation space or uses such as playgrounds.

Near-Term Needs
•

None

Long-Term Needs and Recommendations
•

Ensure wetland protection
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SOUTH HIGHLANDS PARK
Park Information
2010 Hummingbird Lane
• 2.5 acres
• Type: Community Park
•

Key Features
Picnic tables
BBQs
• Tennis courts
• Basketball Court
• Play equipment
•
•

Other Facilities
Benches
• Bike racks
•

Parcel Number
1-0798-101-1025-002
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Park Character and Context
South Highlands Park (named for the South Highlands subdivision) is a welcoming center of
activity, providing a great spot to relax or picnic under mature trees providing abundant shade,
or be more active with play. Residential uses surround the park.
The closest transit stop is approximately one-half mile to the east along Bombing Range Road.
Vehicular access to the park is available from Hummingbird Lane or Blue Jay Lane although
there is no off-street parking available at the park. Good pedestrian access to the park is
available from the surrounding residential neighborhood which feature sidewalks.
The park was developed in the early 1980s with RCO funding (which was known as the
Interagency Committee for Outdoor Recreation at that time) and city matching funds.

Park Issues
The most significant challenges at the park is the poor condition of the tennis courts and the
surrounded fences. Although the park lacks off-street parking there are no apparent needs for
a parking lot.

Park Potential
As one of the older parks in the City’s system, the park is a wonderful asset to the city and its
size, accessibility, and mature landscaping make it particularly appealing.

Near-Term Needs
•
•

Repair tennis courts
Install bike racks

Long-Term Needs and Recommendations
•

Install a paved walking path
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WILDCAT PARK
Park Information
Paradise and 50th St
• Approximately 0.4 acre
• Type: Neighborhood Park
•

Key Features
Drinking fountain
• Picnic tables
• Benches
•

Parcel Number
N/A (on RSD property)
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Park Character and Context
Wildcat Park was created in 2006 as a joint effort (via an interlocal agreement) between the
City of West Richland and the Richland School District. The prime feature of the park is an
iconic boulder that is often decorated by students and faculty to promote school spirit and
comradery. The park is situated in the southeast corner of the Enterprise Middle School
Campus, owned and operated by the Richland School District. Besides the school, commercial
activity and uses (shopping center anchored by Yoke’s Fresh Market) and residential uses
surround the park.
The park is near a transit stop for a local bus route that is located to the east along Bombing
Range Road. Vehicular access to the park is available from Paradise Way and S 50th Avenue.
Two off-street parking lots are available. Good pedestrian access to the park is available from
the surrounding residential neighborhoods to the south.

Park Issues
None known.

Near-Term Needs
•
•

Replace the water fountains with new ones
Add a dog waste station

Long-Term Needs and Recommendations
•

None
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YAKIMA RIVER GATEWAY PARK
Park Information
3600 West Van Giesen Road
• 2.5 Acres
• Type: Regional Park
•

Key Features
•
•
•
•
•

Parking lot
Viewpoints to enjoy the
Yakima River
ADA accessible paved trail
Bathroom
Landscaping

Other Facilities
Benches
• Picnic Tables
• Interpretive signage
• Bike racks
•

Parcel Number
1-0598-103-0053-001
1-0598-103-0054-001
1-0598-103-0054-002
1-0598-103-0054-003
1-0598-102-0019-003
1-0598-102-0019-004
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Park Character and Context
The Yakima River Gateway Park is the City’s newest park, located at the eastern entrance to the
City. A portion of the park has frontage along the Yakima River. The park features accessible
trails and paths, a formal viewpoint, interpretive signage, and environmental enhancements
such as shoreline protection, all which are located north of Van Giesen along the waterfront.
The park is situated on both sides of Van Giesen Street, and an ADA accessible underpass
provides connectivity beneath the bridge. The park is surrounded by commercial and
residential uses. The park is near a transit stop for a local bus route. There is an ADA-accessible
pedestrian trail.
Vehicular access to the parking lot with 52 paved spaces is available to east-bound traffic on
Van Giesen Street also from S. 35th Avenue. Secondary vehicular parking to access the trail and
park is available at the Golf Course parking lot on Fallon Drive, which serves as a trailhead
under an agreement.

Park Issues
The Park provides some river access (fishing, viewing) but does not feature a good solution for
non-motorized boat launching, which remains a highly desired amenity. Challenges to
creating a non-motorized boat launch include permitting challenges (i.e. protection of
ecological functions limit options), seasonal water height fluctuation, problematic water flow
patterns, and so forth.
During major flood events, the Yakima River’s levels rise, which can result in the deposit of silt
and other materials under the Van Giesen bridge, which must be removed following such flood
events to clear the underpass walkway area.

Park Potential
As the newest park in the City’s system, the objective for this park is to serve the community
and be well-utilized. The Park has a lovely appearance, welcoming those who arrive to the city
at the entrance from the Yakima River with attractive landscaping.

Near-Term Needs
•
•

Consider adding a sign for the park consistent with Park signage throughout the city
Consider adding direction signage to parking lot for westbound traffic

Long-Term Needs and Recommendations
•
•

Create access for non-motorized boats, tubes, etc. to enter and take-out
Extend the walking trail further north along the river, around the golf course, and to
Flat Top Park.
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YELLOWSTONE TRAIL PARK
Park Information
106 Austin Drive
• Approximately 0.9 acre
• Type: Neighborhood Park
•

Key Features
Small parking area
• Community garden plots
• Gazebo
• Picnic table
•

Other Facilities
Walkways
• Bike racks
•

Parcel Number
105982060000028
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Park Character and Context
Yellowstone Trail Park is a community garden with 42 raised garden beds available for rental;
accessible plots are also available. The City provides water and garden hoses. The park is
separated from W Van Giesen Street by the canal and is accessed by vehicle from Austin Drive.
The uses that surround the park include residential, commercial, and Flat Top Park across
nearby Bombing Range Road.
The park is near the Park and Ride located in Flat Top Park. Eight off-street gravel parking
spaces are available. Good pedestrian access to the park is available from the surrounding
area. The City Council named the park after the “Yellowstone Trail,” the first transcontinental
automobile highway in the United States, which ran right along Van Giesen next to the park’s
location.

Park Issues
None known.

Park Potential
As the only community garden park in the City’s system this park has proven that there is a high
and sustained interest in this type of amenity.

Near-Term Needs
•
•
•
•

Install water fountains with potable water/water bottle filler
Add a bike rack
Improve the gravel parking space to be asphalt surface and add a sidewalk on Austin
Drive along the park frontage
Mulch and ground cover need to be regularly maintained

Long-Term Needs and Recommendations
•
•
•

Install benches
Replace/expand the garden plots when necessary
Expand the garden area or identify another location (with irrigation water available) for
a community garden
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

This section focuses on analysis and observations of the current and future parks, trails, and
open space needs for the City of West Richland. The needs assessment is based on analysis
of:
•
•
•
•

Public feedback gleaned from survey responses;
Community vision and values’
Identified local trends in participation and use of facilities; and
State/national recreation trends.

This needs assessment includes a system-wide evaluation of park, recreation, and open space
needs in the City. A key aspect of the assessment is to identify and analyze current service
levels in the City’s parks, trails, and open spaces. The level of service analysis is based on the
park’s classification and existing standards for each park type, size, and geographic location.
This analysis helps to identify existing and future projected needs based on projected
population growth.
The recommendations resulting from the needs assessment informs the goals and policies
found elsewhere in the plan.

WEST RICHLAND PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN | 2021
70

Needs Assessment Based on Community Input
A survey conducted in Spring 2020 was used as the main way to gain community input. A
summary of the results and a list of written comments can be found in Appendix A. The results
include general information about usage of the parks, attendance at events, and satisfaction
with maintenance and upkeep of the parks. According to survey responses, the three most
frequently visited parks are the Bombing Range Sports Complex, Flat Top Park, and Park at the
Lakes. Survey respondents indicated that among the smaller parks, they visit Coyote
Neighborhood Park, South Highlands Park, Enterprise Neighborhood Park, and Paradise
Neighborhood Park more frequently than the remaining parks.
There were many positive responses to the survey questions as well as several helpful
suggestions. Over half of the survey respondents said they feel there is about the right number
of parks in West Richland however, some respondents wrote suggestions for locations that are
not being served by a park. There were many suggestions to create parks in the following
areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Near Belmont and Keene Roads;
Belmont and Collins Roads;
Near Ironton Road;
In areas of new construction;
Near Kennedy Road and Candy Mountain;
North of Paradise Road;
Near Van Giesen and Paradise Roads;
Near the new schools;
In Westwood Estates; and
West of Onyx Road near Quartz and Belmont.

Many respondents to the survey requested that tennis courts and pickleball courts be added
to the parks inventory. There were several suggestions that South Highlands Park be
renovated, especially the tennis courts which respondents said are in disrepair with poor
surfacing and no nets. None of the schools in West Richland have tennis courts. There were
also suggestions to improve the basketball courts and general appearance of South Highlands
Park.
There were multiple requests to build a water feature in West Richland, specifically a splash
pad like the one in the City of Richland at Badger Mountain Park. One respondent suggested
that a splash pad be added to the Bombing Range Sports Complex since it appears there is
extra room at that park.
A common theme expressed in survey responses is a community desire to improve nonmotorized boat and walk-in access to the Yakima River at the Yakima River Gateway Park.
Several respondents provided comments and suggestions for improving the Park at the Lakes.
The area that is currently a dry lakebed is of concern for many survey respondents. Suggestions
were made to fill in the area, so it is a level field; convert the area into a rugged terrain park like
Goethals Park Natural Playground in Richland; complete the process to make the planned lake
in that area; and generally cull invasive species and weeds.
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The survey was used to ask participants to express how well their needs are being met by the
parks and services the City provides. Over 30 percent of respondents said their needs for sport
fields are being met, while over 50 percent of respondents said their needs are only somewhat
being met by walking and hiking trails.
The survey was also used to ask respondents to choose what kinds
of places and activities their household needs or wants to use.
Walking and hiking trails were the most common response, natural
areas and wildlife habitat areas came in second, and splash park
was the third most common response. Other items in the list
included playgrounds, small picnic areas, sports courts, a dog
park, and mountain biking trails. There were many written
requests for more trails in West Richland, both paved and off-road
for hiking or biking. There were suggestions that trails connect
residential neighborhoods to more parks and especially to special
places such as Candy Mountain. Several respondents expressed a
desire for connectivity on trails that are separate from roads and
especially along the Yakima River.
The survey was designed to not only ask people what they need
and want but to also ask how they would like to see improvements paid for. One question in
the survey asked participants to choose the categories of projects that they believe the City
should focus funding toward. The top three priorities were maintaining existing parks,
extending trails, and developing specialized parks such as a dog park, a disc golf course, and
a splash park.
Although over 50 percent of respondents answered that they would be willing to pay higher
taxes for park improvements and maintenance, there were many comments to the contrary.
The written comments that there be no new taxes were in balance with suggestions for
alternatives for paying for parks and improvements such as corporate sponsorships of parks;
paid advertisements for local businesses located in parks, similar to banners for businesses
hung around sports fields; and 44 percent of respondents said they would be willing to
volunteer to help make improvements in the parks.

Analysis of Accessibility
The City adopted an ADA Assessment and Transition Plan in 2013 to comply with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Standards for Accessible Design. The document guides
the planning and implementation of City park and trail modifications over the next 20 years
and establishes the methodology for continued improvements to the City’s parks beyond the
20-year plan. The ADA Assessment and Transition Plan affirms the City’s commitment to the
development and maintenance of facilities that include all its residents and members of the
public.
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Geographically-Defined Area Eligible for Special Assistance
West Richland is typically acknowledged for its middle- to upper- class population. The citywide median household income is $93,837 which is 32 percent higher than Benton County, 26
percent higher than the state median income, and 47 percent higher than the national figure.
However, it is important to note that there is more to explore behind these numbers. When
the income distribution among households is examined, it becomes apparent that there are
disparities and pronounced differences between neighborhoods.
One census tract in the City, tract number 107.03, has a population of 3,348 persons and has
the following attributes which qualifies projects within the geographic bounds of the tract for
additional grant funding options because of the need:
• Median household income is $47,009 which is 23 percent below the state average of
$61,062
• Disabled population is 15 percent which is above the state average of 13 percent
• Mortality rate is 795.63 per 100,000 which is above the state average of 691.7 per
100,000
Projects within census tract number 107.30 are also eligible for DNR’s Community Engagement
and Planning Grant, as the tract scores 7 out of 10 in the “Environmental Health Disparities”
category.
Likewise, projects in the tract may be eligible for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funding because of the low- and moderate-income area data, based on the 2011-2015 ACS.
The percentage of low- and moderate-income households in the tract is 53 percent, over the
required 50 percent threshold needed to qualify for funding.
Census tract 107.30 includes all lands within the City that lie north of W. Van Giesen Street (SR224) from the City’s entrance at the Yakima River, continuing west to the intersection at Ruppert
Road, including the DNR-owned lands and Lewis and Clark Ranch which also lies north of
Ruppert Road (in addition to some unincorporated Benton County properties that are also
within the Census Tract boundaries). The West Richland neighborhoods in the tract includes
the Brotherhood, Luanne Estates, Sand Hill, and the northern portion of Desert View, together
with the portion of the downtown area which is situated north of Van Giesen. Figure 14 shows
the census tract boundaries (the unpopulated portion in the east is excluded from the map).
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Figure 14: Census Tract 107.3 in the City

Recently, the City partnered with the State’s Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) to
develop the Yakima River Gateway trail park, which is partially in this special census tract.
Special consideration should be given to provide additional amenities to this unique area as
possible. The following could be considered:
• Enhancement of the existing parks (Glen Memorial Park, Luanne Estates Park, and
Edgewater Park) to provide better amenities, especially those focused on health
• Additional parks
• Development of park features on the City’s owned property off Royalty Lane
• Additional trail development, particularly along SR-224 when corridor improvements
are designed in coordination with WSDOT, using re-designated Red Mountain
interchange funds
• Seek Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) funds for improvements to the Senior Center (While West Richland’s

population is too small to receive funds by participating in the CDBG Entitlement
Urban County Consortium, West Richland can apply to the state for up to $900,000 in
funding, depending on the project type under the General Purpose Grant Application
process every spring)
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Park Classifications and Level of Service
Each of West Richland’s parks are classified as either a regional, community, or neighborhood
park. A distinction between the categories is determined by the size of area served by a park
and the distance visitors travel in order to reach a park. The City’s inventory of parks includes
a variety of types; this draws people from varying distances, and different types of parks serve
different needs. In addition to West Richland’s regional, community, and neighborhood parks,
there are many designated open spaces and trails within the City. These spaces provide
unique opportunities and are highly valued by the community.
The community’s need for parks, open space, and trails increases as the population and the
number of housing units grows. There are costs associated with the development and
maintenance of such amenities and those expenditures must be managed with care.
As mentioned in the Introduction section of this plan, the West Richland City Council has set a
goal for the collection of parks and recreation in West Richland to reflect the diverse interests
and needs of its residents while fostering local and regional partnerships; encouraging
community engagement; and remaining financially responsible. In order to reach this goal, the
City must determine whether its citizens’ needs are being met. This can be accomplished by
establishing a standard level of service and by maintaining, or exceeding, that level. Level of
service (LOS) standards are measures of the minimum amount and quality of parks, recreation
sites, and trails which must be provided to meet the community's basic needs and
expectations.15
In addition to meeting City Council’s goals, the Growth Management Act (GMA) requires that
public facilities and services necessary to support development are concurrent with new
development so the growth does not cause community assets to fall below the City’s LOS
standards.
In the 2017 Comprehensive Plan, the City established the following level of service standards
for parks, open space, and trails in order to provide a range of opportunities within a
manageable budget. The standards reflect national and local best practices, the relevant
needs of local communities, financial constraints of the City, the limited opportunity for
acquiring land for new parks, and alternative providers / recreational sites in the region. These
standards are used to determine where deficiencies may exist, and to monitor the City’s ability
to accommodate new growth. As the City’s population increases, the amount of park amenities
must also increase to keep pace with the growth and the level of service that residents expect.

http://mrsc.org/Home/Explore-Topics/Planning/General-Planning-and-Growth-Management/Level-of-ServiceStandards-in-Plain-English
15
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Table 5: Level of Service Standards for Parks

Park Type / Facility

Planned Level of Service (per 1000 residents)

Regional Park

2 acres

Community Park

2.75 acres

Neighborhood Park

1.25 acres

Open Space

1 acre

Trails

1 mile

The following sections provide an analysis of how West Richland’s inventory of parks, open
spaces, and trails compare with the established level of service standards, based on an
estimated 2021 population of 16,710 persons. Future requirements to address the forecasted
population of 19,369 persons by the year 2026 is also indicated.

Regional parks

Regional parks serve the cities where they are located and the surrounding area. They are
often large parks with unique features, offering both passive and active recreational uses. As
a result of these characteristics, regional parks have larger service areas. The Bombing Range
Sports Complex and the Yakima River Gateway Park represent the regional parks and facilities
located in the City. These larger parks serve as meeting places for the greater community
including visitors from surrounding cities and towns.
REGIONAL PARKS:
Adopted Level of Service standard: 2 acres/1,000 pop.
Current inventory: 27.5 acres (1.65 acres/1,000 pop.)
Additional acres needed to meet current standard: 5.92 acres
Forecasted Future Need (2026): 38.74 total acres
The current service level provided by the West Richland regional parks is 1.65 acres per 1000
residents. This is below the standard level of service the City established (2 acres per 1000
residents) and as the population grows, the need for regional park space will also increase; the
city will need to have over 11 acres of regional parks land added to its inventory by 2026 to
avoid a deficit..
There are many regional parks within the Tri-Cities and surrounding counties and there is an
expectation that just as area citizens visit West Richland’s parks, its citizens will trek to parks in
other jurisdictions. However, the City must contribute to the balance and has established a
specific level of service to ensure the needs are being met.

Community parks

Community parks are the primary active recreation facilities in a city, providing opportunities
for active and structured recreation for the community, as well as passive recreation uses.
Community parks have a larger service area, typically a two-mile radius. Community parks
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include Flat Top Park, Park at the Lakes, and South Highlands Park, totaling a little over 32
acres. Community parks offer a diversity of facilities and tend to be the more popular and
recognizable parks in the system because of the park size, range of amenities, sports fields,
and passive recreation areas. These parks are also locations where members of the whole
family can recreate, participating in a variety of activities at the same time.
COMMUNITY PARKS:
Adopted Level of Service standard: 2.75 acres/1,000 pop.
Current inventory: 32.08 acres (1.92 acres/1,000 pop.)
Additional acres needed to meet current standard: 13.87 acres
Forecasted Future Need (2026): 53.26 total acres
The City is not currently meeting its established level of service (2.75 acres per 1,000 residents)
and would need to add almost 14 acres in order to fulfill the goal to meet the needs of the
current size of the community. By 2026 and the City will need to add over 19 acres of
community parks.

Neighborhood parks

Neighborhood parks serve a local purpose to the surrounding residential neighborhood and
range in character and use. Some of the neighborhood parks are neighborhood level
community gathering places, while others are tucked away and less visible. These parks are
generally the ideal size for a family or a small group of people to conveniently get outside and
play on a regular basis without traveling a long distance. This type of park is extremely
important for those who live in apartments or townhouses that do not have access to individual
yards.
There are 11 neighborhood parks within the City, located primarily in single family residential
areas. The City adds amenities to these parks as budget allows.
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NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS:
Adopted Level of Service standard: 1.25 acres/1,000 pop.
Current inventory: 23.02 acres (1.38 acres/1,000 pop.)
Additional acres needed to meet LOS standard: None
Forecasted future need (2026): 24.2 total acres
The City is currently exceeding the established level of service. To meet the 2026 forecasted
population at least one acre of neighborhood parks will need to be added for a total of 24.2
acres.

Open Space

Open spaces offer residents access (to certain extents) to natural areas, and provide value to
people, animals, and the environment. Some open spaces have environmental constraints
such as wetlands or steep slopes, and function more as spaces that provide habitats or
environmental functions, rather than spaces intended for formal recreation or play.
The for the purposes of the calculations below, the properties in the Lauren Hill Addition tract,
Westwood tract and Glenbrook tract were included, as well as the portion of open space at
Enterprise middle school. As shown in Tables 3 and 4, there are additional open space lands
which may not be maintained as such or are not included in the LOS calculations for other
reasons.

OPEN SPACE:
Adopted Level of Service standard: 1 acre/1,000 pop.
Current Inventory: 18.52 acres (1.11 acres/1,000 pop.)
Additional Acres Needed to meet LOS Standard: None
Forecasted Future Need (2026): 19.37 total acres
The City is exceeding the established level of service standard for designated open spaces.
West Richland will continue to provide plenty of designated open space to meet the current
level of service well into the future and will not need to acquire much additional land for this
purpose for at least the next six years.
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Trails

The City maintains 9.3 miles of paved and unpaved trails and paths within its parks, open
spaces, and roadways. While the paved path along Keene Road is West Richland’s best known
and most widely used, many of the City’s parks and open spaces contain trails and paths. Three
examples are the Park at the Lakes, the Yakima River Gateway Park, and the Paul Keith Open
Space, which contain trails. There are several shorter trails that will be constructed in the future
and incorporated into the City’s Park system.
The adequacy of the City’s pathway and trail system can be measured by comparing the
inventory with the adopted level of service guidelines for the length of the trail or path and by
the quality of the trail or path as defined by the following guidelines:
• Pathways and trails should connect to destination points such as sidewalks, bicycle
lanes, public facilities, parks, open space, the Yakima River, residential developments,
commercial development, abutting jurisdictions planned or existing pathways and
trails, etc.
• Pathways and trails should comply with the Federal Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA).
• Pathways and trails should be designed to accommodate pedestrian and bicycle use.
• Pathways and trails located within the road right-of-way should be separated from
vehicular traffic.
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TRAILS:
Level of Service standards: 1 mile /1,000 pop.
Current inventory: 9.3 miles (0.56 miles/ 1,000 pop.
Additional miles needed to meet LOS standard: 7.4
Forecasted future need (2026): 19.4 total miles

Future parks, open space, and trails

In addition to parks, trails, and open space areas to be created in tandem with future
development, the City has identified several areas which could be developed as parks in the
near future which will result in the addition of many acres (or trail length) to the City’s inventory,
which will aid the city in maintaining level of service attainment:

Heights at Red Mountain Park - The development group for the Heights at Red
Mountain development project have begun work on the future site of over 500 singlefamily and multifamily homes. Under an agreement with the City, the developer will
construct a park that will include a soccer field, a restroom, off-street parking and other
amenities on approximately seven acres, in addition to an extensive trail system. The
park and trail system will be dedicated to the City.
Anticipated addition: Approximately 7-acre community park and 1.4 miles of additional
trails / pathways
Park at Belmont Blvd- The city is currently working with a developer to acquire land
lying north of Belmont Blvd in Section 1, Township 9N, Range 27E. for park
development purposes.
Anticipated addition: Up to approximately 10-acre park (potentially a community park)
Westwood Park – The City owns 1.5 acres on Topaz Ave in the Westwood Estates

subdivision which is reserved for a future park. The City would like to acquire an
additional 3.2 acres to the immediate east from the BLM, to combine the parcels for a
neighborhood park. The development of the Westwood Park would help to remedy
the lack of park space in the City’s newer neighborhoods. (Note: this would result in

the transfer of 1.5 acres currently inventoried as open space to park use.)
Anticipated addition: 4.7-acre neighborhood park

Future Yakima River Gateway Trail extension– The City has 2.9 linear miles of trail
easements which wrap around the Golf Course and follow the Yakima River reaches
that could be improved with trails.
Anticipated addition: 2.9 miles of trails

Keene Road Pathway Additions - Projects to add additional pathway sections along
Keene Road (between Belmont and SR-224 and continuing the segment north of SR224 to Ruppert Road) are already funded and are being designed, with completed
construction anticipated by 2026.
Anticipated addition: 1.6 miles of pathways
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Additional possibilities include the addition of:
 Collins Road Park – The City has designated
approximately 22.5 acres of land owned by the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for future park
development, contingent on acquisition from the
BLM and available funding to develop the site. The
park would primarily serve as an open space
feature, with some trails. The site is rather steep,
and irrigation would not be used, so there would be
no sports fields.


Old U-P Railway Tract Park space – The City owns
former Union Pacific Railway right-of-way space on
the south end of the city, near the City’s former
raceway site. The tracts are approximately 200 feet
in width and create a long strip which could be
developed as a 33-acre linear park. There are
tremendous opportunities for trail development
and other features at this unique site. This space
could also be developed as a linear park and serve as an attractive gateway entrance
to the city.



Future Yakima River Gateway river access for kayaks – The City could investigate

permanent and temporary solutions for providing access to the Yakima river from the
park for kayaks and other non-motorized recreation uses.



Future Community Center - The city could consider the establishment of a Community

which could cost about $4M and potentially be funded through the General Fund, the
REET 1 Fund, the Park Impact Fee Fund, and by the General Obligation (bond/ debt)
Fund.
A map showing the general layout of anticipated future facilities is shown in Figure 15.

WEST RICHLAND PARKS AND RECREATION PLAN | 2021
81

Figure 15: Future Parks and Trails System
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Recommendations
This section presents some special recommendations for projects or initiatives to improve the
parks system based on community feedback, and augments other recommendations provided
throughout this plan.

Dog Park

It is estimated that over 43 million American households
contain at least one dog. According to the public surveys,
the citizens of West Richland want a place to allow dogs
to socialize and play off-leash (see Appendix A for
detailed information). A dog park would need to feature
appropriate fencing and ground surfacing, a water
station, and may need off-street parking (depending on
the location). Land near industrial, commercial or civic
Figure
uses would be preferred.

16:
(Example)

Enclosed

Dog

Park

Land and Right of Way Acquisitions

The City should focus on new and developing neighborhoods on the west and south ends of
the developed portions of the city, when acquiring additional land for parks. The City should
also focus attention on ensuring that parks are located near multi-family developments, as most
of the parks are currently situated near single-family residential neighborhoods, many of which
have large yards, whereas residents of
apartments or townhomes may generally
lack such facilities.
The City should additionally acquire right of
way or easements in locations where future
trails could be beneficial for recreation and
circulation needs.
Staff should endeavor to work with
developers as early as possible, including
during the pre-application process for
platting, to discuss needs and opportunities
that can be addressed when land division Figure 17: Park Space Near Townhomes
occurs. When park land is proposed or (Example)
desired by the city the location, access, basic
attributes of the land (topography, drainage, soils), lot size and shape, and environmental
impacts should all be considered. Park sites will need supporting infrastructure and should be
generally free of easements and features (such as high-tension power lines) which could pose
barriers for various uses or introduce additional costs. Special consideration should be given
for locations having any special cultural or historical significance and for surrounding current
or future land uses. Other factors to consider include the potential for a site to complement
other nearby parks, serve as a linkage or corridor to other parks lands, and proximity to
residences and schools. Finally, attributes that would introduce certain liabilities or result in
excessive maintenance costs or other burdens should additionally be carefully assessed (this
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investigative and research work includes Title searches and Phase I Environmental Site
Assessments where warranted).
Lots or parcels which will become conservation areas or dedicated open space due to
environmental constraints should also be carefully evaluated. Physical features and attributes
such as the presence of critical areas (i.e. wetlands, steep slopes, frequently flooded areas),
wildlife corridors, potential for conservation efforts and environmental resources should be
identified as early as possible.

Splash Pad

The average summer temperatures in
West Richland and the surrounding area
can be quite hot; July is the hottest month
for West Richland with an average high
temperature of over 88° which ranks it as
one of the hottest places in Washington.
There were many suggestions for a splash
pad received at the public workshop and
in the comments section of the public
survey. A splash pad facility could meet
the needs and demands of the
community and provide a more
affordable option for water play (as
compared to a pool facility) and does not
require the operational aspects of Figure 18: Splash Pad (Example)
lifeguards.

Outdoor Fitness Park

Twenty-nine percent of adults in Washington were
considered obese in 2016, according to the Washington
Department of Health 16. An outdoor fitness park, possibly
in conjunction with a bike path, could potentially be
located within an existing park to provide opportunities for
exercise.
An outdoor exercise area would require
equipment and signage (to illustrate suggested exercises);
however, given the self-driven nature of an outdoor
exercise area, a fitness instructor would not be needed.
This could be a great amenity to provide to citizens, since
the city does not have any formal recreation programs.

Figure 19: Outdoor Fitness Park
Equipment (Example)

Such amenities could also be developed for specific
populations; for instance, there is an example of such a
park created specifically for elderly adults in the Netherlands.

16

https://www.doh.wa.gov/DataandStatisticalReports
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Community Information and Maps

Create online maps that identify specific routes to community designations and locations of
specific assets.

Tree City USA

Tree City USA is a national recognition program that made its debut in the mid 1970’s. It is
sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation in partnership with the U.S. Forrest Service and
National Association of State Foresters.
Ninety-four cities in Washington State were designated as “Tree City USA” communities in
2019 by the Arbor Day Foundation. By population, over 48 percent of Washington state
residents live in a Tree City USA community. Pasco has held the distinction for 13 years,
Kennewick for 20 years, and Richland is going strong after 22 years in the program. West
Richland could join the list of cities and communities who participate, which range from very
small cites to small communities with populations under 1,000 persons.
By meeting four fundamental standards, an incorporated municipality of any size can qualify to
become a Tree City USA. First, a city department or individual must be appointed or
established to be responsible for the care of trees on city-owned property. The public works
department is likely already fielding this responsibility. Next, a tree care ordinance must be
adopted to form the foundation of the city’s tree care program. DNR published "A Guide to
Community and Urban Forestry Programming" in 2009 to guide communities writing city
policy, ordinances, and management plans. Tree City USA Bulletin #9 by the Arbor Day
Foundation also outlines tips and requirements for a successful ordinance. Third, the City must
provide support for tree stewardship (money spent toward the planting, care and removal of
city trees) at or above the rate of $2 per capita (this would translate to just over $33,000 in West
Richland, and would include costs such as irrigation, pruning, powerline trimming, etc.). Last,
an Arbor Day Observance and Proclamation must take place each year, which could likely be
combined with an existing community event or coordinated by volunteers.
Tree City USA is a national recognition program that began in 1976 and is sponsored by the
Arbor Day Foundation in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service and National Association of
State Foresters.
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OPERATIONS AND BUDGET

Operations and Parks Maintenance
The City Council’s adopted Strategic Focus Areas describe that the city aims to “provide and
maintain high quality and cost-effective infrastructure” and sets forth a goal to maintain citizen’s
investment in existing infrastructure to extend its useful life. To meet this objective, Council is
responsible to identify and secure sustainable funding opportunities for the operation and
maintenance of the city’s parks and trail system.
Ensuring that existing park facilities are well maintained and that improvements are made on
an ongoing basis is a paramount obligation, therefore, of City Staff. The cleanliness,
maintenance, and attractiveness of the City’s parks and open spaces was acknowledged by
persons responding to the community survey that occurred as part of the preparation of this
plan. In the community survey, proper maintenance and renovation of parks and replacement
of outdated equipment was identified as a higher priority than the acquisition of new parks and
open spaces. An ongoing maintenance program also helps to improve the image and identity
of the park system by addressing issues like vandalism and graffiti.
The lack of staffing has precluded the city from engaging in some general preventative
maintenance practices. Due to staffing constraints, maintenance and repair tends to involve
responding to emergencies. To ensure that maintenance practices occur in a planned manner
that is preventative in nature, it is recommended that the funding for additional staffing occur
when feasible.
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Table 6 provides a general recommended maintenance schedule for parks facilities in the City.
Table 6: Maintenance Schedule

Maintenance Activity

Timing (Yearly)

Estimated Time to
Complete

Number of
Employees
Needed

Open restrooms for the
season
Close restrooms for the
season
Mow park grasses

April 1st

1 day

1

End of October

1 day

1

April –October

3-5

Blow out irrigation water
lines
Restroom checks

November

Once per week, per
park
3 days

1 (1 hour)

Spray weeds
Fertilize grass
Check on park toys
Support events at parks

May and July
As needed
Weekly
June-August

Once per week, per
park
4 days each month
1 day
½ day
Varies

April-October

2

1
1
1
Varies

Maintenance Standards

The National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) has developed parks maintenance
standards. These standards set out six levels of maintenance against which practices are
measured. Developing on the extent of development, each park (and areas within some parks)
may have unique needs or aspects that should be considered. These standards are:
Level 1 applies special, high-visibility areas that require the highest level of maintenance.
Regional parks and specialty parks should be maintained at this standard.
Level 2 is the normal standard the average park user expects to see on a regular, recurring
basis. It is the desired standard and at a moderate-level maintenance. Neighborhood and
Community Parks should be maintained at this standard. The difference between Level 1 and
Level 2 is the frequency rate of users. Maintenance standards can change by season or month
depending on the level of park use. This level is associated with locations that have moderate
to low levels of development or visitation, or with operations that, because of budget
restrictions, cannot afford a higher level of maintenance.
Level 3 is just below the norm and result from staffing or funding limitations. The levels of
maintenance limitations include reductions in frequency of maintenance and a focus on
maintaining the safety of park facilities and improvements. This level is at a moderately lowlevel of maintenance. It is associated with locations affected by budget restrictions that cannot
afford a high level of maintenance.
Level 4 is one above allowing the land to return to its natural, undeveloped state. It is the
minimum-level of maintenance. This level is associated with locations that have severe budget
restrictions.
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Level 5 applies to land allowed to revert to a natural state or undeveloped open space already
in its natural condition.
All of the above maintenance levels can be applied to categories of maintenance:
Turf Management
• Turf care (mowing and weed control)
• Seeding/ sod
• Aeration
• Fertilization
• Irrigation
Disease and Insect Management
• Pre-emergent herbicides and spot
treatment
• Fungicides
• Insecticides
• Soil/ water testing
Snow Removal Management
• Parking lots
• Sidewalks
• Trails and Pathways

Trees and Landscape Management
• Pruning
• Floral plantings
• Fertilization
• Irrigation
• Fall clean-up
Refuse Management
• Garbage collection – Routine
• Garbage collection - Events
• Litter Control
• Graffiti monitoring and cleanup
Athletic Field Management
• Safety checks
• Lighting system / electric
• Field rotation / seasonal closures
• Ballfield maintenance (i.e. backstops,
benches, pitching rubber, fencing,
goalposts)

also see turf management
Hard Surface Court Management
• Safety checks
• Cleaning / small repairs
• Large-scale repairs and repainting
• Replacement of nets
• Resurfacing

Trails and Bikeways Management
• Surface clearing (debris, animal waste)
• Safety checks for hazards
• Cleaning, repair and replacement
• Painting and signage

Facilities and Site Amenities Management
• Play equipment safety checks /
inspections
• Play equipment surface replenishment
• Emergency repairs
• Routine repairs
• Restroom janitorial services
• Restroom inspections (leaks, graffiti,
conditions)
• Signage repair / replacement

Stormwater Management
• Routine maintenance of grass-lined
swales
• Inspections
• Fencing upkeep and repairs
• Water quality controls
• Cleaning and maintenance of outfalls
including clearing debris
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Budget
Facilities and Parks Maintenance – Appropriations of $1.9 million in 2021-2022 were approved
to ensure the City protects its citizen’s investment in public buildings, facilities and parks. This
includes basic maintenance with some additional appropriations for extended maintenance.
The previous budget (from the 2019-2020 biennium) created a new managerial reserve fund
for facility repair and transferred $100,000 to this reserve fund.
After the budget was adopted, the City entered into a lease agreement with the Friends of Red
Mountain Event Center to lease the City’s racetrack property located at 8280 W. Van Giesen
Street for the purpose of holding events. The Council determined that the revenue received
from the agreement will be deposited into the General Fund to be used for park maintenance
(ORD 16-21). This will boost the maintenance budget by $27,000 a year (following 2021, which
will have a prorated amount for part of the year) through 2026.

Staffing

The Mayor appoints a Public Works Director to oversee all activities of the Public Works
Department including Parks Maintenance. There are presently 2.44 FTE employees dedicated
to these services; and the staffing consists of the City Engineer, an Operations Supervisor, three
Maintenance Workers, a Maintenance Technician and an Administrative Assistant.
Additionally, the City utilizes seasonal maintenance assistance in the amount of 2.43 FTE. The
City’s most recent budget allocated $395,774 for personnel costs for parks maintenance and
community event support, together with an additional $150,000 for supplies and $556,829 for
services.
West Richland employs 18 to 21 seasonal maintenance employees, which are responsible for
parks in addition to a whole host of other activities for the City’s public works department.
Aside of seasonal employees, the City has the equivalent of 2.31 FTE employees assigned to
parks maintenance. 17
For a few years the Community Development department had engaged a junior-level land use
planner in the Associate Planner role with the responsibility in overseeing certain parks
programs and planning activities. For example, the individual serving in the Associate Planner
position during the administration of the RCO grant for the Yakima Gateway Project was
responsible for coordinating with the RCO office for reporting and managing other grant
documentation. The Associate Planner would also participate on inter-agency and cooperative
programs such as the Tri-Cities Geocache event, serve as the City’s representative at Hogs ‘n
Dogs planning meetings, assist with Parks Board meetings (coordination and communication),
and so forth. Administrative personnel are engaged in helping with parks reservations and
professional engineering and planning staff and department directors all contribute to the
administration and capital development components of the City’s parks and recreation
functions.

17

2021-2022 Budget Book p. 106
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The 2018 NRPA Agency Performance Review: Park and Recreation Agency Performance
Benchmarks report provides information about typical staffing levels for Park and Recreation
FTEs for jurisdictions across the United States, based on survey data from 1,069 parks and
recreation agencies.
According to the report, Park and recreation agencies serving
jurisdictions having a population of fewer than 20,000 have a median of 9.8 FTEs on staff. West
Richland staffing falls far below that value, even after accounting for contributions of various
staffs. The report also indicates that median counts of FTEs on staff also correlate with the
number of parks and acres maintained. When further considering the break-down of time
spent by FTEs at polled agencies we find that on average 24 percent of their staffing time is
typically dedicated to parks programming.
In conclusion, given that there are currently no recreational services being offered at the City
of West Richland (aside from event planning and coordination), it appears that around six to
seven FTEs would position West Richland to have staffing on par with similarly sized
jurisdictions.
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IMPLEMENTATION

Phasing
This West Richland Parks and Recreation Plan contains a list of projects to implement the core
values and goals contained within the plan. Many of these projects will occur over an extended
period, ranging from present time to 20 years in the future. Implementation of this Plan will be
timed according to, and dependent on availability of funds. The board (with public support as
indicated by responses at the public workshop on July 15, 2021 and within the public survey)
has prioritized maintenance, improvements, and additional equipment to existing parks and
recreation facilities. Once these commitments are met, there are additional recreational facility
improvements to be considered as funding becomes available.
Community facilities projects identified during the next 10 years are listed in Table 7 with
estimated costs. Projects are not listed in order of importance or timing.

Potential Funding Sources
The City Council established a goal to identify sustainable funding sources to continue park
operations and to provide new parks and recreational opportunities. The following strategies
were developed in order to attain this goal:
•

Identify and pursue grants and other funding mechanisms, such as corporate and
private donations to maintain and develop park facilities.
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•

Evaluate costs and benefits of establishing a metropolitan park district, and if viable,
consider implementation (if voter approved) as budget cycles can accommodate.

This section provides an overview of potential funding sources to fund projects identified in
this Plan. All funding sources discussed below will be considered when determining a budget
for a project. A combination of several sources is typically used to fund projects.

City General Funds

General Funds from the City are allocated to parks and recreation services. In addition,
$27,000 a year in general funds which are generated from the City’s racetrack property lease
is earmarked for parks maintenance purposes.

Park Impact Fees

The City requires every applicant proposing to subdivide land into a plat,
subdivision or short plat to provide for open public spaces for parks,
playgrounds and recreation areas. Subdividers may generally choose
either payment of park impact fees; the construction of park facilities; the
dedication of land in lieu of park fees; or a combination of any of the
above.
Impact fees (authorized in RCW 82.02) are one-time charges assessed by
local governments against a new development project to help pay for
new or expanded public facilities that will directly address the increased
demand created by that development. Impact fees may only be used for
capital facilities that are reasonably related to the new development, will
directly benefit the new development, and will also serve the community
at large (in other words, impact fees may not be used to pay for private
facilities that solely benefit the development).

The park impact
fees in 2021 are
set at $1,395 for
single-family
residential
development,
and $700 per
unit for multifamily residential
development.

In the city’s 2019-2020 Budget Book document it was also noted that in the 2017 – 2018
biennium the Yakima River Gateway Project was a City accomplishment funded in part by the
Park Impact Fee fund. Next, the completed paved pathway from Willowbend Street through
Paul Keith Wetland Park to the new Leona Libby Middle School (which the Richland School
District contributed $65,000 towards was also listed. Finally, some park impact fee funds were
spent on the Belmont Boulevard phase 3 & 4 pathway project.
According to the City’s 2021-2022 biennial budget there are no planned major outlays or
projects to be funded between the years 2019 and 2022. As a result, the fund balance of the
park impact fund is forecasted to be $1,150,176 at the end of the biennium (December 2022).
Recommendation: Closely monitor the collection of park impact fees and
maximize their use by leveraging matching grant funds when possible.
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Washington State RCO Grants

The City pursues several grant funding sources to augment funding available for capital
projects. One of the primary sources of State grant funding is through the RCO. RCO
administers several grant programs for recreation and habitat conservation purposes
including:
• Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account (ALEA)
• Boating Facilities Program (BFP)
• Boating Infrastructure Grant Program (BIG)
• Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
• No Child Left Inside (NCLI)
• Non-highway and Off-Road Vehicle Activities Program (NOVA)
• Recreational Trails Program (RTP)
• Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program (WWRP)
• Youth Athletic Facilities (YAF)
Recommendation: Monitor funding options and grant opportunities from the
RCO office; most RCO programs are open for applications in even-numbered years
and matching funds are required.

County Historic Preservation Grants

Benton County operates a historic preservation grant program and awards funding throughout
the County using funds collected from the recording fees that are deposited into the Benton
County Historical Preservation fund. Non-profit organizations and government entities can
apply for funding annually. The grant awards have typically ranged from around $1,000 to
$10,000.
Recommendation: While this is not a typical funding source for parks, West
Richland could potentially use this program to enhance parks and facilities:
>
Fund a park kiosk with information about the City or area’s history
>
Curate a collection of historical documents and photographs for a City
building such as the municipal services center or police station
>
Add historically-oriented interpretive signage in parks or along trails, etc.

Ecology

The Washington State Department of Ecology offers grants on an annual basis for projects that
improve and protect water quality, including stormwater facilities and activities. Grants are
awarded based on funding availability.
Recommendation: The City could continue to explore inventive ways to leverage
funds for traditional projects that could also produce secondary effects such as
adding parks and recreation space, open space, or other amenities, similar to the
Yellowstone Trail Park community garden project.
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Benton Conservation District / WSU Extension

The Benton Conservation District and Washington State University Extension programs are
important organizations that may have programs or funds available from time to time that
could be used to fund conservation or demonstration projects in the city.
The conservation district board recently updated their policy and may now contribute local
funds to cost-share with municipalities and on state and federal lands on a case-by-case basis,
which would be capped at 75 percent of project costs and not to exceed $15,000, similar to
how they currently partner with private land owners.
Recommendation: Seek funding from the Conservation Board annually to
contribute to native plantings or other habitat restoration projects in parks and
open space areas including BLM lands.

Stormwater Utility and Trees

The City could consider taking action to make street trees within the City’s rights-of-way a part
of the stormwater utility. Cities (such as Walla Walla) have found this approach makes good
sense to ensure adequate funding is available for proper tree stewardship and maintenance,
as trees are important for stormwater management by capturing and storing rainfall,
promoting infiltration, and reducing runoff.
Recommendation: Consider Council action to officially incorporate trees as a part
of the City's stormwater utility, and direct funds from the utility to pay for the
maintenance of the urban forestry system throughout the City.

Transportation Funding

The City’s public works department has successfully expanded opportunities for walking,
running, and biking along trails and sidewalks, including where “safe routes to schools” can be
provided, by including such elements in their design of transportation facility construction and
improvement projects. Tapping into funds from state complete street grants, Transportation
Improvement Board (TIB) grants, Federal STP-U funding and from the Transportation Impact
Fee fund is a proven and successful strategy for trails / pathway construction.

DNR – Community Forest Program

The Washington State Urban and Community Forestry Program partners with the USDA Forest
Service Urban and Community Forestry Program to provide financial assistance to localities
such as West Richland, providing grants. Grants can be used for tree inventory and
assessments, tree planting, urban forestry program management and for education. The grant
types are: inventory and assessment, education, management and planting. Applications are
submitted to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in mid-December of every year and
typically grant awards are between $5,000 and $20,000. The funds are federal dollars and
subsequently has specific requirements; matching funds are required. (Note: capital outlays

including the purchase of land and large equipment are ineligible costs, and staff salaries and
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overhead for paid employees may be used as an application match but in-kind matches such
as volunteer hours or donated materials may not be used for the matching funds.)
Recommendations:
Apply for grant funding to inventory and assess all trees in City parks, in city
landscape areas, and rights of ways (Suggested amount: $6,000 - $12,000)
-

Apply for grant funding to replace aging or dangerous trees as necessary, or
to recover and replace trees damaged by storm events (various)

-

Apply for grant funding to create a management and action plan and develop
specifications and practices for tree selection, planting, pruning, and
maintenance; consider the creation of specific ordinances and policies for a
community tree program

-

Become a Tree City USA community.

DNR Evergreen Communities Act (ECA) Funding

DNR recently modernized the Evergreen Communities Act (ECA) under RCW 35.105 (which
had been dormant since 2009 when funding was lost) which become effective in July 2021.
The ECA will provide funding and technical assistance to Washington cities and towns to
develop tree inventories, management plans, and other necessary tools to improve the
planting, protection, and management of community trees. The program prioritizes the
distribution of resources to focus on addressing human health disparities, water quality, and
protection of aquatic habitats (for salmon and orca populations).
Recommendations:
Determine if West Richland is eligible to become a designated “evergreen
community,” recognized under RCW 76.5.090 and if so seek the designation
-

Consult the guide completed by DNR's Technical Assistance Committee in
2009 called "A Guide to Community and Urban Forestry Programming" for
direction on writing city policy, ordinances, and management plans

-

Closely monitor the program for technical assistance and funding
opportunities

DNR Tree Planting Programs

Once the City becomes a participant in the Tree City USA Program, the City can be reimbursed
from the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for costs associated with planting landscapesized trees during annual Arbor Day celebrations, on a match basis. In addition, the City can
also seek technical assistance from DNR urban and community forestry staff under the same
program, such as: participating in the review, evaluation, and redrafting of tree ordinances;
providing consultation on urban forestry strategies, plans, policies, and practices; helping City
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staff triage and prioritize program needs, providing training to field staff on topics of pruning,
planting, or identification of tree defects and diseases; giving presentations to city councils,
planning commissions, or civic organizations; and working with citizen tree boards or
committees on improving effectiveness.

Department of Natural Resources Community Engagement and Planning Grants

In 2020, the state’s Department of Natural Resources (DNR) provided grants to local
governments and other entities in the amounts of $5,000 to $20,000 (structured as a matching
grants, which may be matched with in-kind donations) which were funded by the USDA Forest
Service Urban and Community Forestry Program.
The City could secure grants to improve the natural environment, enhance wildlife, or screen
industrial sites, among other functions by planting trees or contracting with professional
arborists, for example. Benefits to the community such as increasing walking and physical
activity options, improving community cohesion by improving physical landscapes, and having
the potential to improve community health can all be considered.
Because the grant is structured to provide beneficial outcomes for residents living within areas
of high environmental health disparity according to the Washington Environmental Health
Disparities Map, projects within census tract number 53005010703 (shown in Figure 14.) in
West Richland would be eligible, as the tracts scores 7/10 in the “Environmental Health
Disparities” category which is above the threshold.
Recommendation: Applications for funding are announced in October, with
applications due by mid-December for funding in the following calendar year.
Monitor the program and consider hiring professional staff (arborist or professional
landscape architect) to plan for tree plantings along the north side of SR-224
between N. 62nd Avenue and Bombing Range Road, to coincide with the WSDOT
highway enhancement projects. Particular focus should be paid to the stretch of
highway east of Grosscup Boulevard, where industrial uses are dominant.
In a subsequent year, seek funding in another round of grants for the installation of
landscape-sized trees and related supplies for the planting.

Other Grant Programs

The United States Tennis Association (USTA) is the national governing body for the sport of
tennis and the recognized leader in promoting and developing the sport’s growth on every
level in the U.S. The USTA offers a variety of grants for creating tennis facilities and improving
existing courts. The organization offers design and technical assistance for planning and
executing tennis court development and offers competitive matching grants at varying levels.
USTA has partnered with countless organizations, cities and universities around the nation in
their quest to grow the sport of tennis.
For example, through their “Line Grant” program, the organization will contribute up to 100
percent of the total project cost ($400 per court) to paint blended lines on a minimum of two
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existing 78 foot tennis courts, to add lines for 36- and 60- foot courts to facilitate more kids and
families playing tennis, providing small courts. In their “Category II” program, the USTA will
fund up to 50 percent of the total project cost (up to $30,000 maximum, depending on the
number of courts) to resurface existing 36’, 60’ and 78’ courts, and for lighting costs. Category
III grants contribute 50 percent toward new construction of existing facility reconstruction of
courts, with up to $50,000 in funding available. 18
Recommendation: Seek more information on the USTA grant program which
could potentially provide funding toward rehabilitation of the tennis courts at South
Highlands park.
Through their Community Donations program, Benton REA provides donations to
organizations, groups and activities which benefit Benton REA members or their families to
assist in funding schools and school-sponsored programs, youth activities, community events
and more. These funds could be provided to organizations and programs operating within
the City.
Recommendation: The City staff could help to provide information regarding
Benton REA funding to potentially eligible groups.
US Housing and Urban Development Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds
could be pursued for eligible areas, to fund community and economic development projects
to principally benefit low- and moderate-income households, in coordination with the
Washington State Department of Commerce (Commerce).
Recommendation: Apply for funding to improve or relocate the Senior Center, or
to establish a Community Center within the eligible census tract.

General Obligation Bonds

General obligation bonds issued by local governments are secured by a pledge of the taxing
district’s property tax authority. General obligation bonds have been the traditional form of
financing for capital projects such as land acquisition, park development, and transportation
projects that are owned and operated by government. There are two basic kinds of general
obligation bonds: First, limited tax general obligation bonds (also called LTGO bonds,
councilmanic bonds or non-voted debt) which may be issued by a vote of the legislative body.
The other type, unlimited tax general obligation bonds (UTGO bonds or voted debt), must be
approved by voters.

https://www.usta.com/en/home/organize/grants-and-assistance/national/about-usta-facilityassistance.html
18
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Interlocal Agreements and Partnerships

Partnerships and interlocals are continually important to the City of West Richland. Partnering
with other local jurisdictions and local agencies (with and without financial agreements or
components) ensure that projects and programs can take place. Some examples include
partnerships with Richland School District, Benton County, the City of Richland, and the Port of
Kennewick.
Recommendations:
Establish and maintain involvement with RSD staff regarding future planning
for the district’s next High School and the associated facilities, which will be
located west of Libby Middle School on Keene Road.
-

Consider an interlocal with the City of Richland to obtain services from their
professional arborist.

-

Seek opportunities to involve the Port with projects and grant applications,
particularly seeking contributions from the Port for public art elements in parks
and community facilities, based on their continued successful program in
celebrating the local community through art installations.

-

Establish routine meetings or communications with the Benton County
sustainable development manager.
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Six-year Capital Facility Plan
The list of recommended capital projects in Table 7 is intended to be updated and officially
adopted into the City’s 6-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) as funding and implementation
plans are further developed. The City’s 6-year CIP is integrally tied to the City’s Comprehensive
Plan. The listed projects are identified in order to help the City plan for grant requests and
arrange for budget allocations. All of the listed projects are contingent on funding availability,
unless otherwise noted. Items which are considered minor upkeep (such as the installation of
water fountains) are excluded from the table.
Table 7: Recommended Capital Projects (2023-2028)
Project Name
Develop a trailhead
parking lot on Candy
Mountain

Potential
Funding
Source(s)
RCO Grant,
104 Park
Impact Fee
Fund

Update fall zones of
park toys to meet the
current standard

001 General
Fund

Redevelop South
Highlands Community
Park

001 General
Fund

Enhance/update play
equipment at
Edgewater, Melinda,
and Glenn Memorial
Parks
Enhance amenities at
Flat Top Community
Park
Keene Road Phase 2/3
Widening Project: 12’
wide pathway to be
built along Keene Road
from Bombing Range
Rd to SR-224
Outdoor fitness park

Keene Road Phase 6:
12’ wide pathway to be
built along Keene Road
from Paradise Way to
Ruppert Rd.
Baseball field portable
benches (4)

Estimated
Cost
$2,500,000

$4,000
per unit
$2,500,000

001 General
Fund
104 Park
Impact fee
Fund

$16,000
per unit as
needed

Estimated
Maintenance Cost
Impact
Medium – there would
be ongoing
maintenance and
upkeep needed
Low - maintenance costs
would not change
significantly from what is
currently required
Medium - maintenance
costs would not change
significantly from what is
currently required
Low - maintenance costs
would not change
significantly from what is
currently required

Completion
Target
2023

2023

2024

2023

TBD

TBD – it would depend
on the facilities

2024

N/A - Funded
(The pathway
is a portion of
the $8M
transportatio
n project)

Low – weed control

2024

Community/
Grant

$100,000

2025

TIB Grant,
Federal STPUL, 355 Trans.
Impact Fee
Fund,
Developer
Parks and
Recreation
Reserve
Account

N/A - Funded
(The pathway
is a portion of
the $3.7M
transportatio
n project)

Medium – there would
be ongoing
maintenance and
inspections needed
Low – weed control

N/A

2025

TIB Grant,
Federal STPUL, 355 Trans.
Impact Fee
Fund

$6,000

2025
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Project Name
Basketball court player
benches (2)
Complete park at the
Lakes Community Park
Pathway system
improvements (not
within rights-of-way)

Potential
Funding
Source(s)
Parks and
Recreation
Reserve
Account
104 Park
Impact fee
Fund

Estimated
Cost
$1,500

$500,000

001 General
Fund, RCO
Grants, 104
park Impact
Fee Fund
104 Park
Impact fee
Fund

$100,000 per
year

Acquire BLM land and
create a park/open
space area on Collins
Road

104 Park
Impact fee
Fund

$2,500,000

Westwood Park:
Acquire BLM land to
add to the City’s
Westwood Estates
Tract and create a 4.66
acre park
Splash park/water
feature/sports courtsBombing Range Sports
Complex

104 Park
Impact fee
Fund

$2,500,000

104 Park
Impact Fee
Fund, RCO
Grant, State
Direct
Allocation

$1,000,000

Develop a
Ridgeline/Hilltop open
space preserve

$2,500,000

Estimated
Maintenance Cost
Impact
N/A

Completion
Target
2025

Medium – there would
be ongoing
maintenance and weed
control
Low – weed control, tree
trimming, and mowing
would be needed

2026

Low – minimum
maintenance would be
required, mostly trash
control and treating
noxious weeds
Low – minimum
maintenance would be
required, mostly trash
control and treating
noxious weeds
Medium to high,
depending on park
amenities

2026

High during the Summer
Season

2028

2026

2028

2028

In addition to the projects listed in Table 7, the following long-term projects are identified for
a 20-year scope:
•
•
•

Addition of a Dog Park
Establishment of a Community Center (and / or relocation of the Senior Center)
Development of a Yakima Riverfront Trail
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