
           
 
 
June 16, 2017 
 
 
Rebecca Smith 
Washington State Liquor & Cannabis Board 
3000 Pacific Avenue SE 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 
RE:  The Garden, LLC – 4950 Arena Road, Richland, WA – Proximity to a Preschool 
 
Dear Ms. Smith: 
 
I am writing you to discuss a concern I have with a marijuana license for the above mentioned 
business, LCB license number 422498 that was transferred to the referenced address, see attached 
application.  The Applicants, “The Garden, LLC” DBA “Nirvana Cannabis Company” are redeveloping a 
single family home into a retail marijuana store that is located 151-feet from a preschool and early 
learning center. 
 
By way of background, this license was transferred from the City of Prosser to the Arena Road address 
in early March of this year.  The requested location is in unincorporated Benton County and is a single 
parcel located within the corporate boundaries of the City of West Richland, see exhibit 1, aerial photo.  
The property has been improperly addressed by Benton County as being located in the City of Richland 
with a 99352 zip code, rather than the 99353 City of West Richland zip code. 
 
Benton County approved the transfer without consulting either the City’ of West Richland or the City of 
Richland.  Note from exhibit 2 that the City of Richland’s urban growth boundary is located directly 
south of the site across Arena Rd.  I would have expected that even with the addressing error that the 
City of Richland would have been contacted for comment by Benton County.  The City of West Richland 
only learned of the business on June 6th when the proprietor requested an additional driveway access 
to Arena Road to access the proposed parking lot.  I understand the LCB relies on the local authority to 
conduct the analysis of incompatible uses and in this instance that did not occur.  The Kid Space 
Preschool and Early Learning Academy, LLP located in the commercial shopping center found at 4001 
Kennedy Rd., West Richland is located 151-feet from the subject property and was in operation prior to 
the license relocation request.       
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The City of West Richland has a prohibition on the recreational production, processing and retail sales 
of marijuana.  The City of Richland has a similar prohibition.  The Applicant purchased a property under 
the jurisdiction of Benton County that in effect is located in the city.  The intended use is out of scale 
with the neighboring uses given the anticipated traffic but most importantly, located too close to a 
preschool.  On behalf of the City of West Richland Mayor, City Council and Residents I am respectfully 
requesting that the LCB revoke the permit for the above referenced Applicant at this location due to its 
proximity to the Kids Space Preschool and Early Learning Center.   
 
Time is of the essence as the Applicant has a building permit application in review at the Benton 
County Building Department and is in the process of replacing the siding and grading for the parking 
lot.  I am not certain if remodeling is occurring inside the building but I would expect it would be 
required as it is currently a 1978 single family home. 
 
I can provide any further detail you may need to consider my request and apply RCW 69.50.331(8), 
prohibiting a marijuana retail license and operation within 1,000 feet of a childcare center and/or 
school. 
 
If you have any questions or comments please feel free to contact me at 509-967-5902. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Aaron Lambert 
City of West Richland  
Community Development Director 
 
 
Cc: Mayor Brent Gerry 
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EXHIBIT (1) 
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EXHIBIT (2) 
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