 WEST RICHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes
Mid Columbia Library Council Chambers
January 8, 2009 at 7:00 pm
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Meehan at 7:04 p.m.
Roll Call
Planning Commissioners present were Chris Kemp, Al Hawkins, Lucinda Luke, Nona Diediker, and Shea Meehan.
Also present were Community Development Director Bob Leedy, Senior Planner Todd Stowell, Associate Planner Thaniel Gouk, and Staff Recorder Penny Mayfield.

Approval of the Agenda
Upon a motion by Nona Diediker, seconded by Al Hawkins, the Planning Commission unanimously approved the Agenda as presented.

Approval of the Minutes
The Planning Commission unanimously approved the November 13, 2008 meeting minutes as presented.

Announcements, Reports, and Comments
Senior Planner Todd Stowell reported that the City Council approved all fifteen of the Comprehensive Plan amendments.  They incorporated them in the Comprehensive Plan, approved the plan by ordinance, and passed a resolution proclaiming compliance with Growth Management Act Updates bringing the City in compliance.  With that, Staff has commenced applicable rezones for the majority of those changes and has scheduled the public hearings for the next Planning Commission meeting.

Commissioner Nona Diediker said she also attended the City Council meeting on December 1st and heard several city council members voiced their appreciation of the hard work done by the Commission.
Citizen Public Comments
Chairman Meehan opened the meeting to Citizen Public Comment.  
Presentations / Public Hearings / Open Record Hearings

a.  Continued Public Hearing: the Preliminary Plat and SEPA appeal hearing for Kingview No. 7 (File Nos. PP2008-18 and AD2008-60).  The developer has submitted modifications to the proposal.  

Commissioner Hawkins recused himself and left the hearing.

Chairman Meehan explained the two decisions being made during tonight’s hearing, the first being the SEPA appeal and secondly, the approval of the preliminary plat for Kingview No. 7.  
Todd Stowell further explained that the Planning Commission is the local decision maker on the SEPA appeal whereas the preliminary plat is a recommendation.

The Public Hearing opened at 7:12 p.m.

Chairman Meehan swore in all citizens wishing to give additional testimony during tonight’s hearing.

Nathan Balou, 4078 King Drive asked for clarification on a statement made at the previous Planning Commission meeting about no other testimony being taken during the next hearing, it would be a closed record hearing.   
Chairman Meehan explained that this is the same hearing being continued and only additional comments would be received tonight.  When the City Council holds their public hearing, it would be closed record.

Nathan Balou said he feels the modified plan is an improvement over previous plan looks forward to further clarification and assurances to what will be done.

Hans Rifpel, 4034 King Dr. said he thinks the revised plan is a major improvement but wonders why one piece of inadequate road is still showing on the modified plan, specifically Lot 66 to Bing Street.
Margaret Fleming, 4172 King Drive referred to a geological survey that shows the area from 45th Avenue to King Drive that is susceptible to erosion, earthquake, sliding or other geological events causing a threat to the health and safety of citizens.  She wanted to know why the land been opened for development.
John Balman, Principle, Rogers Surveying 1455 Columbia Park Trail in Richland, said Lot 66 is not a road but part of the lot so it would be a driveway.  He also said city staff has addressed the geological issues.  Staff requires certain things be done when building roads, homes, and all have to be approved by a geological engineer before any construction can be done.

Sally Lundgren, 4287 King Drive submitted a letter that outlines settling issues with her property.

The public hearing closed at 7:24 p.m.

After discussion between the Planning Commission and staff a motion on the SEPA appeal was made.
Motion: Upon a motion by Nona Diediker, seconded by Lucinda Luke to deny the SEPA appeal.  

A roll call vote was taken.

Chris Kemp
Yes

Lucinda Luke
Yes

Nona Diediker
Yes

Shea Meehan
Yes

The motion carries unanimously, the SEPA appeal is denied.

The Planning Commission continued on with a discussion on the preliminary plat proposal.  A lengthy discussion ensured and culminated with the following motion.

Motion: Upon a motion by Lucinda Luke, seconded by Nona Diediker the modified preliminary plat be denied.

Mention was made that it would have been helpful to have a city engineer present to better address questions.

Motion: A motion was made by Lucinda Luke to withdraw the original motion and move to continue the agenda item to the next meeting so a city engineer can be present at the next meeting to address questions of the commission.  Nona Diediker concurred and the motion carries unanimously.
Unfinished Business
There was none.
New Business
There was none.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m.
