WEST RICHLAND PLANNING COMMISSION

January 26, 2006, 7:00 pm

Preliminary Minutes
1. Call to Order – Mr. Seiler called the meeting to order at 7:04.
2. Roll Call
	MEMBER
	PRESENT
	ABSENT
	VACANT

	SEILER, Scott (Chairman)
	X
	
	

	RAMSDELL, Van (Vice Chairman)
	X
	
	

	LUKE, Lucinda
	X
	
	

	VACANT
	
	
	X

	BOSTRUM, Randy
	X
	
	

	DIEDIKER, Nona
	X
	
	

	MEEHAN, Shea
	X
	
	


City Administrator Mark Panther, Community Director Pete Squires, Senior Planner Mary Jakob, Senior Planner Todd Stowell, and Staff Recorder Penny Mayfield were also present.

3. Approval of the Agenda – Add “review applications” as Item 10.  Mr. Meehan recused himself from item 7B and Ms. Luke recused herself from Items 8A and 8B. 
4. Approval of the Minutes –  Upon a motion by Mr. Meehan, and was seconded by Mr. Bostrum the Commission unanimously approved the meeting minutes from January 12, 2005 as presented.
5. Announcements, Reports, and Comments
Mr. Seiler asked for public comments not listed on the Agenda.

Peggy Panisko, 901 Bombing Range Road voiced her concern about proper notification not being given to residents.  
Ray Goehring, 3900 Kennedy suggested using other methods to notify the public.
Merle Johnson, 4625 Herring informed the Commission that he came to West Richland for the rural atmosphere and feels the communication lines between the citizens and City need to be more open.

Ed Coyne, 108 Austin Drive disapproves of having a liquor store near a school.
The Commission and Staff discussed whether or not the notification requirements were met.
Mr. Seiler asked for an individual vote on if the City complied with requirements to hold the hearing.

Mr. Meehan – Yes

Mr. Seiler – Yes

Ms. Diediker – Yes

Mr. Bostrum – Yes
Mr. Ramsdell – No

Tina Pielstick 4215 Twin Lake Ct. stated she did not receive notification on Item 7B.

Valerie Gillihan, 4100 Jenny Lake stated she did not receive notification of the hearing and that she does not want commercial across from her house.
Ann Smet stated she did not receive notification of the hearing.

Merle Johnson, 4625 Herring mentioned that the City of Richland has a locked board for posting notices.  
Margie Goehring, 4210 Kennedy stated she would have a shopping mall in front of her property and stated there is already too much commercial for population.

Mr. Seiler asked the Commission if their minds were change about holding the hearing.”

Mr. Meehan responded that we should have clarification from city counsel.
Upon a motion by Mr. Ramsdell, and was seconded by Mr. Meehan and unanimously approved, to forward a recommendation to City Council at the same time we forward the land use map.

The Commission replied that all proposed comp plan amendments need to go through a more coordinated process.

6. Citizen Public Comments

7. Presentations / Public Hearings / Open Record Hearings
A. (CPA2006-02) A comprehensive plan amendment to change 3.81 acres of land from residential to commercial (South of the intersection of Kennedy road and S. 47th Ave) 
     Open Public Hearing at 7:14

Merle Johnson, 4625 Blue Heran asked if it is automatic that zoning will follow.  Mr. Johnson said he was told the City was following the 20-year comp plan at Bombing Range and Kennedy.  He said he does not want to run into this problem again.

Mr. Seiler asked Staff, if we recommend the comp plan change what is the zoning process.

Peggy Panisko, 901 Bombing Range Road told the Commission she wants to know what was available in commercial inventory.

Chris Sibernagel 2407 S. Edison, Kennewick stated that he is working with the party requesting the zone change and believes a combination of commercial and residential is needed.  

Renee Bobbitt 4715 Kennedy stated that there is a lot of vacant commercial in the area.  Ms. Bobbitt said she sees high-end residential in the area and wants the Planning Commission to think twice before deciding.

Closed Public Hearing at 7:22

A discussion between Staff and the Planning Commission followed the public comments.  The Planning Commission said they were not able to see the “big picture” since the Comprehensive Plan has not been adopted and applied so felt that they could not make a recommendation to City Council.  Staff recommended changing the Comprehensive Plan before changing the ordinance feeling this would help the Commission in making zoning decisions.  Mr. Seiler wondered if the message to City Council is to plan an area wide rezone under one ordinance.
Upon a motion by Mr. Bostrum, and seconded by Mr. Ramsdell to deny the Comp Plan Amendment was made and withdrawn. 

Upon a motion by Mr. Ramsdell, and seconded by Mr. Meehan and unanimously approved to forward a rezoning recommendation to City Council at the same time as the land use map.
Mr. Seiler asked if we should open and take action on the hearing.  The Commission answered a unanimously “Yes”.

A short break was taken at 7:36

B.   (CPA2006-03) A comprehensive plan amendment to change 4+ acres of land from residential to commercial (North east and northwest corners of Bombing Range and Kennedy Road) 

Open public meeting at 7:43

Peggy Panisko, 901 Bombing Range Road opposed for the same reasons as Item 7A and wanted to know how the public would be notified.

Valerie Gillihan, 4100 Jenny Lake Ct. recounted her comments from Item 7A and recommended denial.

Tina Pielstick 4215 Twin Lake Ct stated she is opposed to 7B since she purchased her property for the land and asked that it not be zoned commercial. 
Margie Goehring, 4210 Kennedy stated she went to the auditors office and they explained to her what the changes meant.  Mrs. Goehring purchased her land in 2002 from Mr. White and a boundary line adjustment was done at that time.  Mrs. Goehring gave a copy of the auditors statement to Chairman Seiler.  

Merle Johnson, 4625 Blue Heron applauded the citizens for taking action and is opposed to a C1 zone.

Bob Free 4235 Twinlake Ct. explained we do not need businesses at the two corners in question since there is no plan in place and asked the Commission to deny the request.

Keith Richmond, 4504 Sunlake stated that the commercial lighting is bad.

Hollace, 4345 Twinlake Ct. – stated he is opposed to more commercial.
Ann Smet, 4402 Sunlake Drive stated she is opposed to the action.  Ms. Smet would prefer to keep the rural atmosphere she moved here for.  Ms. Smet stated that the Conoco Station has created a lighting and garbage problem.
Ray Goehring, 3900 Kennedy stated his opposition to the action and reiterated the lack of notification.
Closed Public Hearing at 9:02

Upon motion by Vice-Chairman Ramsdell, second by Nona Diediker the Commission was unanimous on forwarding a recommendation to Council at the same time as the comprehensive plan land use map.

A vote was taken on treating all four comp plan amendments the same.

4 yea’s
1 nay

C. CPA2006-05) A comprehensive plan amendment to change 2.4 acres of land from residential to commercial (On the southeast corner of Norma and South 50th Ave)
Open Public Hearing at 9:07

Peggy Penisko, 901 Bombing Range Road expressed her desire for the transcripts on public comments to be verbatim.

Merle Johnson, 4625 Blue Heron requested that no action be taken.
Lori Palmus, 4707 Norma voiced her concern on the dangerous road condition at the middle school.  Ms. Palmus also stated that lighting and noise are a problem.

Ray Goehring, 3900 Kennedy reiterated his same comments.
Tami, talked about how excited she was about the great schools in the area and does not like the addition of Yoke’s Grocery Store or the liquor store.  Asked that the re-zone be denied.

Closed Public Hearing at 9:13

After a decision by the Commission a motion was made by Mr. Bostrum to deny the application, and was seconded by Mr. Meehan to follow the procedure set forward.
Mr. Seiler asked for a voice vote to decide if waiting until they had a better “picture” of the land use map was the way to go.
Lucinda Luke
Nay

Shea Meehan
Nay

Nona Diediker
Nay

Van Ramsdell
Nay

Randy Bostrum
Yea
Scott Seiler
Nay

Upon a motion by Mr. Ramsdell and was seconded by Nona Diediker,  the    Commission denied the motion.
Upon a motion by Mr. Ramsdell and seconded by Nona Diediker, to recommend to City Council to adopt the Land Use Map with notification of a  Hearing.
D.  (CPA2006-06) A comprehensive plan amendment to change 5 acres of land from residential medium density to residential low density (south of the intersection of West Lattin Road and South Highlands)

Senior Planner Mary Jakob gave a brief description of the action.

Open Public Hearing at 9:20

Bob Lattin commended the Planning Commission on the hard work they do as volunteers.  Mr. Lattin mentioned that years ago when he developed Ken Acres, a zone of RM12.5 was picked and the he lives there on 5-acres and wants to keep his home as it is now.  Mr. Lattin also asked that there be no access to the back of the property which is very steep.

Closed Public Hearing at 9:26  
After a brief discussion, the Commission decided to put in the “big picture” category with the other proposed amendments.

Upon a motion by Mr. Meehan, and was seconded by Mr. Ramsdell, the Commission unanimously approved to notify City Council of the Public Hearing. 

8. New Business
A. EV 2005-47: Review of Access and Utility Easement Vacation for Lot 72 Section 6.  Staff member Todd Stowell gave a brief description of the proposed easement vacation.  The Staff recommendation is to approve the easement vacation with modification.
Upon a motion by Mr. Ramsdell, and was seconded by Mr. Bostrum, the Commission unanimously approved the easement vacation as described.
B. EV 2006-07: Review of Access and Utility Easement Vacation for Lot 222 Section 6.  Staff member Todd Stowell gave a brief description of the easements to be vacated.  Staff recommends approval of the easement vacation as described.
Upon a motion by Mr. Meehan, and was seconded by Mr. Bostrum, the Commission unanimously approved the easement vacation as described.
9. Unfinished Business

A. Discussion about zoning of Lattin Road Annexation Area—Need to determine what zoning to advertise for the future public hearing and SEPA review.  


The Commission and Staff continued their discussion from the January 12, 
2006 meeting regarding the zoning of Lattin Road.  Staff is recommending 
that zoning range between RM-20 and RM-6 on those portions designated 
“Moderate-Density Residential” and between RL-4A and RL-40 for the area 
designated “Low-Density Residential”.  Staff asked for a motion to 
recommend to City Council to adopt and apply the existing county zoning 
of “Agriculture/Urban Area” to the property within the Lattin Road 
Annexation at the time of the annexation, and then have city zoning be 
adopted upon completion of the rezone process.


In Conclusion, the Planning Commission will recommend to City Council a 
motion to advertise RM 12.5 for the area designated “Moderate Density 
Residential” and RL-40 for 
the area designated “Low-Density Residential”.

10. There were no Staff reports.
11. The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m. to Workshop.

_____________________________
____________________________


Chairman, Scott Seiler


Staff Reporter, Penny Mayfield
12. Workshop 
A. 17.55 Exterior Lighting Standards
B. Comprehensive Plan

1. Additional review/discussion of the four land use change requests which had public hearings previously during the meeting.

2. Economic Development Element
