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WEST RICHLAND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20TH, 2020 

6:00 p.m. 
Preliminary Agenda 

Notice to the Public: This meeting will be a remote Zoom meeting per Governor Jay Inslee’s Stay Home – Stay 
Healthy Directive. We encourage you to provide public comments on agenda items and public hearings in writing. 
Please indicate on your comment that you’d like them included in the Citizen Comments portion of the meeting and 
submit to shaug@westrichland.org by 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 20th, 2020 and they will be forwarded to the 
Mayor and City Council and a summary will be read during the meeting. 

 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

2. ROLL CALL  

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

5. PRESENTATIONS  
a. Mayor – 2021-22 Proposed Budget and Budget Message 
b. Police Facility Update – Site Plan / Building Layout / Renderings / Budget Update 

6. CONSENT AGENDA  
a. Approve Payment of Bills 

b. Approval of Minutes- Regular Meeting of October 6, 2020 and Workshop of October 13, 2020  

c. Mid-Columbia Library Contract Extension Agreement 
d. Approve Kingview 7 Final Plat 

e. RES #63-20- Authorizing Mayor to Execute Transportation Impact Fee Mitigation Agreement 
f. RES #64-20- Setting the Public Hearing date to Consider a Utility Easement Vacation (EV 2020-14) 

7. ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, MOTIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Public Hearing -  Frontage Improvement Waiver – Police Facility 
b. RES #65-20- Frontage Improvement Waiver – Police Facility 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

9. NEW BUSINESS  

10. CITIZENS PUBLIC COMMENT  

11. STAFF AND COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS AND COMMENTS  
a. Staff Reports  

b. Council Reports                     
12. EXECUTIVE SESSION  

13. ADJOURNMENT  
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NEW POLICE FACILITY 

UPDATE
Presented by:  Chief Ben Majetich

October 20, 2020

SITE LOCATION – 7920 W. VAN GIESEN
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SITE RENDERING

MAIN ENTRY RENDERING
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STAFF ENTRY RENDERING

COURTYARD RENDERING
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BUILDING LAYOUT

GARAGE/KENNELS
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BUDGET AND TIMELINE

• City Staff and the Design/Build team are working towards a GMP 

(Guaranteed Maximum Price).

• Development of the GMP entails finalizing the building design, material 

and construction costs.

• Once the GMP is established, the Phase 2 contract will be brought 

before City Council NLT December 15, 2020.

• Construction is scheduled to begin January 2021.

• Completion date is projected for December 2021.

• Questions?
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CITY OF WEST RICHLAND 
REMOTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2020 

1. Call to Order – Mayor Brent Gerry called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

2. Roll Call –  

Present:  
Mayor Brent Gerry 
Mayor Pro Tem Fred Brink  
Councilmember Richard Bloom 
Councilmember Gail Brown 
Councilmember Rich Buel 
Councilmember David Fetto 
Councilmember Kate Moran 
Councilmember John Smart  

 
Police Chief Ben Majetich 

Finance Director Erin Gwinn 
HR Analyst Selena Smathers 

Public Works Director Roscoe Slade  
Comm. Dev. Director Eric Mendenhall 

City Clerk Stephanie Haug 
City Attorney Bronson Brown 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Brent Gerry led the council, staff, and audience in the recitation 
of the Pledge of Allegiance.  

4. Approval of Agenda – Mayor Brent Gerry stated that there was a request to move item 6d- 
Motion to extend 10% Salary Increase for Director’s Managing More Than 1 Dept. For 3 Month 
Overlap from the Consent Agenda and make it item 7f.  He also stated that staff has requested to 
remove item 6m- Motion to approve WCIA deductible adjustment, as it is no longer needed. 

Upon motion by Councilor Moran, seconded by Councilor Fetto, Council unanimously approved the 
agenda as amended. 

5. Presentation- There were no presentations 

6. Consent Agenda – Mayor Brent Gerry read the consent agenda titles for consideration. 

a. Approval of Minutes-  
 Regular Meeting of September 15, 2020  
 Special Meeting of September 15, 2020  
 Workshop of September 15, 2020 
 Special Meeting/Workshop September 22, 2020 
 Workshop of September 29, 2020 

b. Motion to approve Employment Agreement for newly promoted Finance Director 

c. Motion to approve Employment Agreement for newly promoted Community 
Development Director 

d. (moved to item 7f) 

e. Motion to authorize Mayor to execute amendment to Cares Act Grant  

f. Motion to approve ROW Acquisition Procedures / Waiver of Appraisal Procedures 

g. Motion to authorize reimbursement to developer for up-sizing of water main – 
Paradise Way Ph. 5 

h. Motion to authorize reimbursement to developer for up-sizing of water main – 
Belmont Heights Ph.6 

i. Motion to authorize amendment to Real Estate Broker Agreement 

j. Motion to authorize Mayor to execute Amendment #1 to Engineering Services 
Contract – Bombing Range / Keene Road Intersection Modification Project – JUB 
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k. Motion to approve 2021/2022 Strategic Plan 

l. Motion to approve Kingview Addition No. 7 Plat Extension Request 

m. (removed from agenda) 

n. RES. 55-20- Amending 2019-2020 salary schedule to include HR Manager 

RESOLUTION 55-20- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, 
AMENDING THE SALARY SCHEDULE FOR THE 2019-2020 BIENNIUM RES. 42-20 

o. RES. 56-20-Amending Master Fee Schedule for Park Impact Fee (annual CPI adjustment) 

RESOLUTION 56-20- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST 
RICHLAND, WASHINGTON AMENDING THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE 

p. RES. 57-20 Authorizing Mayor to execute Water System Development Fee Mitigation 
Agreement – Preliminary Plat of Western Ridge.  

RESOLUTION 57-20- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN AND EXECUTE A WATER SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT FEE 
MITIGATION AGREEMENT AND REPEAL RESOLUTION 38-18. 

q. RES. 58-20- Amending Master Fee Schedule for Solid Waste Rates (annual CPI 

adjustment) 

RESOLUTION 58-20- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST 
RICHLAND, WASHINGTON AMENDING THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE 

r. RES. 59-20- Setting the Public Hearing date to consider a Utility Easement Vacation 
(VACA 01-2020) 

RESOLUTION 59-20- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, 
SETTING THE PUBLIC HEARING DATE TO CONSIDER A UTILITY EASEMENT VACATION ON 5512 
Everett St, PARCEL NUMBER 1-0698-201-3480-002 

s. RES. 60-20- Setting the Public Hearing date to consider a Utility Easement Vacation 
(VACA 02-2020) 

RESOLUTION 60-20- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, 
SETTING THE PUBLIC HEARING DATE TO CONSIDER A UTILITY EASEMENT VACATION ON 
PARCEL NUMBERS 1-0698-402-0236-002 & 1-0698-402-0237-001 

t. RES. 61-20- Setting the Public Hearing date to consider a Utility Easement Vacation 
(EV 2020-13) 

RESOLUTION 61-20- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, 
SETTING THE PUBLIC HEARING DATE TO CONSIDER A UTILITY EASEMENT VACATION ON 
WILLAMETTE HEIGHTS SECTION 8 LOT 207, PARCEL NUMBER 1-0898-302-0207-000 

u. Ord. 34-20 Amending Transportation Impact Fee (annual CPI adjustment) 

ORDINANCE 34-20- AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, 
RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION IMPACT FEES, AMENDING APPENDIX “A” OF ORD 2-10 AND 
REPEALING ORD 26-19. 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Bloom, and seconded by Councilmember Buel, Council 
unanimously approved the consent agenda as revised. 
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7. ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, MOTIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Public Hearing - Utility Easement Vacation (EV 2020-12 Thompson) 
Community Development Director Eric Mendenhall presented a resolution for public hearing and 
action to partially vacate a 33’ wide utility easement on the west boundary, accepted by the City 
through Ordinance 10-20.  The application is to reduce the 33’ down to 10’.  Staff completed all 
procedural requirements and recommends approval of the resolution. 

Mayor Brent Gerry opened the public hearing at 6:11 p.m.   

 There were no comments. 

Mayor Brent Gerry closed the hearing at 6:11 p.m. 

b. RES. 62-20- Utility Easement Vacation (EV 2020-12 Thompson) 

RESOLUTION 62-20- A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, 
VACATING A PORTION OF THE 33’ IN WIDTH PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT LOCATED ON PARCEL 
NUMBER 1-0898-201-3526-008 IN WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON. 

Councilmember Moran moved to approve Resolution 62-20. It was seconded by Councilmember 
Brown. The motion passed by a unanimous vote. 

c. Public Hearing - Access Easement Vacation (EV 2020-15 Westhaven) 
Community Development Director Eric Mendenhall presented an ordinance for public hearing and 
action to vacate a 33’ access easement on the west and a portion of the north boundaries of 
Willamette Heights Section 8, Lot 207, that was accepted Offers of Dedication per Ordinance 10-
20. Staff completed all procedural requirements and recommends approval of the ordinance. 

Mayor Brent Gerry opened the public hearing at 6:14 p.m.   

 There were no comments. 

Mayor Brent Gerry closed the hearing at 6:15 p.m. 

d. Ord. 35-20 - Access Easement Vacation (EV 2020-15 Westhaven) 

ORDINANCE 35-20- AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, 
VACATING A 33’ IN WIDTH ACCESS EASEMENT LOCATED ON PARCEL NUMBER 1-0898-302-
0207-000, IN WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON. 

Councilmember Bloom moved to approve Ordinance 35-20. It was seconded by Councilmember 
Moran. The motion passed by a unanimous vote. 

e. Ord. 36-20 - 2019/2020 Budget Amendment 
Finance Director Gwinn presented a recommendation to approve an ordinance amending the 
2019-2020 biennial budget. She provided an overview of the amendments that include 
recognizing $230,100 in additional federal Coronavirus Relief Funds from the Department of 
Commerce and a transfer of $10,000 from the General Fund to the Street Fund to cover the 
Keene/Kennedy Traffic light modification. 

Councilmember Brown moved to approve Ordinance 36-20. It was seconded by Councilmember 
Brink. The motion passed by a unanimous vote. 

f. Motion to extend 10% Salary Increase for Director’s Managing More Than 1 Dept. For 
3 Month Overlap  
HR Analyst Selena Smathers presented a staff report explaining the request to extend the 10% 
salary increase for the Public Works Director until December 31, 2020, which would be a three 
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month overlap from the promotion of Eric Mendenhall as the Community Development Director 
effective October 1st, 2020. The extension will account for the continued workload in transitioning 
the Community Development Department to a new director. Selena also explained what oversight 
the Public Works Director will continue to provide for the duration of the transition in response to 
Mayor Pro Tem Brink’s inquiry.   

Mayor Pro Tem Brink moved to allow the continuation of the 10% increase in the Public Works 
Director’s salary, which is provided to compensate the director in managing more than one 
department, until December 31, 2020. It was seconded by Councilmember Moran.  The motion 
passed by a unanimous vote. 

8. Unfinished Business – There was no unfinished business. 

9. New Business – There was no new business. 

10. Citizen Public Comments- 

Laurel Fish, an organizer for United Food & Commercial Workers Local 1439, addressed the 
Council regarding the conditions at Twin City Foods in Pasco.  She highlighted that even 
though this business is not located in West Richland, there are several West Richland 
community members that work there. There was a rally last Friday to draw attention to the 
conditions at the plant and their request for safer working conditions.  She informed Council 
that Twin City Foods has not provided up to date information to workers, but they are aware 
of at least two employees that have died during the COVID-19 pandemic and numerous others 
are currently quarantined.  They have not received any additional paid leave and those who 
are ill with COVID are quarantined without pay. The workers reached out to UFCW and they 
are awaiting an election day.  They are requesting elected officials and the public to support 
these workers who are standing up to make their workplace better and their community safer. 

Ron Kilmore of 522 Thebes Street with David Kendall of 505 Thebes Street spoke about a video 
that was distributed to the Council that showed an accident at the intersection of Belmont and 
Thebes/Athens that injured a woman and killed one of her three dogs.  He expressed concerns 
about the rate of speed that people take on that intersection and how unsafe it is.  He had 
previously submitted a request to Public Works, but would like a more detailed answer to what 
is to happen next than what he received.  Mr. Kendall stated his concerns with the rate of 
speed that people use through the area.  He has witnessed cars racing down towards Van 
Giesen in the middle of the afternoon. He’d like to see a four-way stop to help reduce the 
speed, and make Belmont a 25 mph road. 

11. Announcements, Reports & Comments  

a. Staff Reports  
Police Chief Ben Majetich attended a virtual meeting for fentanyl/opioid outreach within the 

region.  He reported that the Tri-Cities area is the fentanyl/opioid epicenter within Washington 
State, and the group he met with will continue to work towards improving the situation with a 
campaign with local organizations.  He also informed Council that there will be a presentation 
at the October 20th meeting regarding the new police facility and the Citizen Academy is going 
well on the virtual platform, although he hopes they’ll be able to do some in-person activities 
near the end of the class. 

Public Works Director Roscoe Slade stated that there would be a Police Facility Sub-committee 
meeting on October 13th to review the design and indicated that his staff will be looking into 
the citizens’ concerns regarding Belmont Boulevard. 
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Community Development Director Eric Mendenhall reported that the Community Development 
Sub-Committee had met before the regular meeting and there will be a workshop on October 
13th to discuss the Community Development Department’s priorities for 2021-2022.  He also 
reported that Senior Planner Emily Weimer resigned and they will be posting the position 
soon. 

City Attorney Bronson Brown reported that the Salary Commission has met and made its 
recommendation to increase the Mayor’s salary to $6,000/month and the City Council’s pay to 
$600/month. 

Mayor Brent Gerry provided a COVID update, indicating that there will be no more meetings with 
the Health Department and local City leaders until a new state plan in unveiled.  He reported 
that the Governor provided additional activities for those counties in Phase 2, but none for 
Benton County.  There have been an uptick in counts, and based on contract tracing, it is 
largely due to people not complying with the order.  The Pasco testing site recorded a record 
day for testing, with 386 tests completed in 1 day, however the hospitals are reporting low 
numbers.   

He next reported on Friends of Red Mountain Event Center (FORMEC), who is planning their 
first event at the race track October 16th and 17th, with dinner and a movie both nights.  They 
also hope to hold a New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day celebration.   

The City was able to provide 43 businesses with CARES funding, ranging anywhere from $500 
to $12,500, as well as purchase appropriate City equipment to allow employees to 
telecommute as needed. There are additional funds held in reserve in case there’s an 
outbreak amongst staff, but he plans to work to expend all the funds so the City doesn’t have 
to give any money back.   

b. Council Reports     
Councilmember Moran thanked Laurel for attending the Council meeting and offered her support 

for the workers.  She also spoke about the video that was sent to Council by Mr. Kilmer, and 
hopes the City will look into the incident further. She thanked the Mayor for having the 
FORMEC committee created and she’s excited to be a part of that. She then reminded 
everyone to register to vote. 

Councilmember Bloom inquired if the City had looked into upgrading the filtration system in the 
municipal services building to at least a MERV 17 rating. He also asked if the City would be 
promoting the FORMEC events on its website and Facebook.  The Mayor indicated that the 
City would be advertising as a partner. 

Councilmember Brown attended a Zoom on an opioid outreach and echoed Chief Majetich’s 
report of the Tri-Cities being a hotspot.  She said that we match Seattle’s addiction rates here 
in the Tri-Cities per capita, and we don’t have a detox or inpatient facility here.  She reported 
that she’s been attending the school’s Zoom meetings, and they’ve been long, but they don’t 
seem to have a specific plan to move forward.   

Mayor Pro Tem Brink thanked Ms. Fish for informing the Council about Twin City Foods.  He also 
thanked Mr. Kilmer and Mr. Kendall for sharing the video of the incident on Belmont.  He 
supports looking at the intersection for possible improvements. He next reported that the 
current Chief for Benton County Fire District #4 is officially now Paul Carlyle. 

Councilmember Buel reported that he’s been passing along information from the school district to 
Stephanie to pass along to the Council.  They will be having another meeting this week to talk 
about possible return and to get more community input. 
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Councilmember Moran followed up regarding the Census, indicating it will continue until October 
31st, 2020. 

Councilmember Brown inquired about the racetrack and what the tasks of the sub-committee will 
be.  Mayor Brent provided information on the plan moving forward.  

Councilmember Smart thanked Mr. Kilmer for his comments and suggested putting up a mobile 
speed sign.  He also appreciated the comments on filtration and thinks it’s a good idea. 

12. Executive Session – There was no executive session. 

13. Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 7:22 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                       
 Brent Gerry, Mayor    Stephanie Haug, MMC, City Clerk 
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CITY OF WEST RICHLAND 
CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING & WORKSHOP 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2020 
 
1. Call to Order –Mayor Gerry called the workshop to order at 6:01 p.m.    

      
2. Roll Call –  

Present:  
Mayor Brent Gerry 
Mayor Pro Tem Fred Brink  
Councilmember Richard Bloom 
Councilmember Gail Brown 
Councilmember Rich Buel 
Councilmember David Fetto 
Councilmember Kate Moran  
Councilmember John Smart  

 

 
Public Works Director Roscoe Slade  

Comm. Dev. Director Eric Mendenhall 
Finance Director Erin Gwinn 

City Clerk Stephanie Haug  
 
 

 

3. Community Development Priorities- 2021-2022 
Comm. Dev. Director Eric Mendenhall presented his proposed Community Development 
Department priorities for the calendar years 2021and 2022.  The Community Development 
Sub-Committee previously reviewed the priorities and agreed with Director Mendenhall 
recommendations. 

 
4.   Executive Session per RCW 42.30.110(1)(c) –Real Estate 

Council adjourned to a one (1) hour executive session on Real Estate Sale or Lease per RCW 
42.30.110(c) at 6:53pm.  No action took place following the Executive Session. 

 
5. The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                      
 Brent Gerry, Mayor      Stephanie Haug, MMC, City Clerk 



WEST RICHLAND AGENDA ACTION ITEMS 

 

AGENDA ITEM: 6c TYPE OF ACTION NEEDED 

MEETING 

DATE: 

October 20, 2020 Execute Contract  Consent Agenda  

SUBJECT: Motion to authorize Mayor to 

execute a contract extension with 

Mid Columbia Library 

Pass Resolution  Public Hearing  

Pass Ordinance  1st Discussion  

Prepared by: Bronson J. Brown Pass Motion  X 2nd Discussion  

Reviewed by:  Brent Gerry Other  Other  

  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:   
 

The City of West Richland currently contracts with the Mid Columbia Library for library services. The current 

contract was entered into on May 27, 2015. On August 15, 2017 the contract was amended and extended 

through December 31, 2021.  

 

SUMMARY:  
Because of delays caused by the Covid-19 pandemic the City and the District have not had the opportunity to 

discuss review and negotiate terms of the existing contract. The current contract has a 1 year notice provision to 

opt out of the agreement. The current agreement needs to be extended 1 year  through December 31, 2022, to 

allow the City and the District additional time to review and renegotiate the terms and conditions of the existing 

Contract in a way that continues to be beneficial to both parties, and which continues to give the best library 

service to the greatest number of people, including the residents of the City. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

Pass motion to authorize Mayor to execute a contract extension with the Mid Columbia Library. 

 

ALTERNATIVES: 

Do not pass motion. Library Services would then terminate at the end of the year. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT (Indicate amount, fund and impact on budget):    
Nothing additional and no increase in fees paid for library services. 

 

MOTION: 

I move to authorize Mayor to execute a contract extension with the Mid Columbia Library.  
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SECOND AMENDMENT TO 

LIBRARY SERVICES CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY WEST RICHLAND 

AND MID-COLUMBIA LIBRARIES 

 

THIS AMENDMENT, made and entered into this ________ day of October 2020, by the MID-

COLUMBIA LIBRARY, an intercounty rural library district of Benton and Franklin Counties, 

by and through the Board of Trustees of the same, duly organized and existing under the laws of 

the State of Washington, hereinafter called the “District”, and the CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, 

WASHINGTON, a municipal corporation hereinafter called the “City”. 

 

WITNESSETH: 

 WHEREAS, the District and the City have been operating successfully under a Contract 

dated May, 27, 2015; and 

 WHEREAS, on August 15, 2017 this contract was amended and extended through 

December 31, 2021;  

WHEREAS,  the City  and the District desire to extend the contract through December 

31, 2022, to allow the City and the District additional time to review and renegotiate the terms 

and conditions of the existing Contract in a way that continues to be beneficial to both parties, 

and which continues to give the best library service to the greatest number of people, including 

the residents of the City; NOW THEREFORE, 

 IT IS HEREBY AGREED as follows: 

I. The Library Services Contract dated May 27, 2015 and amended on August 15, 

2017,   is hereby amended and the contract is hereby extended through December 

31, 2022. 

II. The first of the automatic three year extensions to the Contract's term called for in 

the August 15, 2017, Amendment, shall now occur on December 31, 2022, unless 

the required one year non-renewal notice is given by December 31, 2021.  

 II.  All other terms and conditions of the Contract remain in full force and effect except as 

to the extent set forth in this agreement. 

 



IN WITNESS THEREOF, the District and the said City have caused this Amendment to be 

executed by their respective officers on the day and year first written above. 

 

 

 

MID-COLUMBIA LIBRARY   CITY OF WEST RICHLAND 

 

 

By: ___________________________  By: ___________________________ 

Chair, Library Board                 Date   Mayor, West Richland  Date 

 

 

 

Attested to by:            Attested to by: 

 

 

 

 _________________________________         ________________________________ 

 Library Director                           Date                  Clerk                                          Date 
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