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WEST RICHLAND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 
PRELIMINARY AGENDA 

 
 
1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA     
 
5.  PRESENTATIONS  - Present Certificate of Appreciation to Craig Sloughter for Service on the West 

Richland Park Board 
  
6. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approve Minutes of City Council Meeting of September 15, 2015 
b. Confirm Mayor’s Appointments to West Richland Parks and Recreation Board 
c. Accept 2015 Pavement Preservation Project as Complete 
d. Award Well #9 H2S Oxidation Improvement Project 
e. Execute Agreement for Electric Service with Benton REA for Industrial Waste Treatment Facility 
 

7. ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, MOTIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 a. Closed Record Hearing – Plat Amendment of Kingview Addition #7 
 b. Motion to Approve Plat Amendment of Kingview Addition #7 
 c. ORD – Amending 2015-2016 Biennial Budget 
 d. RES - Approving Interfund Loan from Water/Sewer Fund 401 to Capital Improvement – 

Transportation Improvement Program Fund 355 
 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
  
10. CITIZENS PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
11. STAFF AND COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
      a. Staff Reports  
      b. Council Reports  
               
12. EXECUTIVE SESSION – Litigation per RCW 42.30.110(i) 
 
 
13. ADJOURNMENT  
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CITY OF WEST RICHLAND 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2015   
   
1. Call to Order – Mayor Gerry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
                               
2. Roll Call – Mayor Brent Gerry and Mayor Pro Tem Rich Buel were present. Council Members 

Tony Benegas, Richard Bloom, Gail Brown, Ron Hayden, Byron Martin and Robert Perkes 
(arrived 7:03 p.m.) were also present. Staff members present were Community Development 
Director Aaron Lambert, Police Chief Brian McElroy, Public Works Director Roscoe Slade, City 
Attorney Bronson Brown, and City Clerk Julie Richardson. 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance – Councilmember Hayden led the Council, staff, and audience in the 

recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
4. Approval of Agenda – Mayor Gerry advised that Mayor Pro Tem Buel asked that consent 

agenda item 6d be moved to item 7a under Ordinances, Resolutions, Motions and Public 
Hearings.  He also announced a short executive session on litigation with no action to follow. 

 
 Upon motion by Councilmember Martin, seconded by Councilmember Hayden, Council 

unanimously approved the agenda as revised. 
 
5. Presentations – There were no presentations. 
 
6. Consent Agenda – Upon motion by Councilmember Benegas, seconded by Councilmember 

Brown, Council unanimously approved the consent agenda. 
 
 a. Approve Payment of Bills 
 

Accounts payable checks 56358-56498 $1,116,581.88
Accounts payable voided checks 56344, 56441, 56493 ($550.39)
Direct Deposits  $199,738.42
Electronic wire payments 01.08.2015 through 15.08.2015 and 

3110.08.2015 
$266,092.35

  $1,581.862.26
 
 b.  Approve Minutes of City Council Meeting of September 1, 2015 
 
 c. Approve Site Lease Agreement for Telecommunication Facility with Parallel 

Infrastructure 
 
 d. This item was moved to item 7a. 
 
7. Ordinances, Resolutions, Motions, and Public Hearings – a. Accept South 38th 

Avenue Waterline Replacement Project as Complete – Mayor Pro Tem Buel said he 
asked for this item’s removal from the consent agenda because some citizen contacted him 
saying they heard rumors about the money that was going to the projects and had questions 
about the project itself.  He would like Public Works Director Slade to go through the funding 
and the projects.   
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 Public Works Director Slade explained that the South 38th Avenue Waterline Replacement 
Project consisted of two separate projects, waterline replacement and Butte Court Alleyway. 
They were combined into one single project because the associated work needed to be 
constructed at the same time and both are within the same work zone area. The project’s 
scope of work is separated into three bid schedules so that the water main replacement portion 
is paid for with the 401 Water Fund, fire hydrant work split between 401 Water Fund and the 
001 General Fund  and the alleyway portion is paid for with the 374 Yakima River Gateway 
Project. Public Works staff assumed the waterline work would occur first and that the majority 
of the contractor’s mobilization, surveying, clearing and grubbing costs would be with the 
waterline work. The lower bidder, however, planned on the alleyway work occurring first and 
hence placed the majority of the mobilization, surveying and clearing and grubbing costs in the 
alleyway work. The concern at project award was the 401 Water Fund portion of the project is 
less than estimated while the alleyway work is more than estimated which may require a future 
budget amendment for the Yakima River Gateway Project’s non-RCO eligible work. Staff was 
able to negotiate a change order with the contractor resequencing the water main replacement 
portion of the work prior to the alleyway work. The result of the change order is that both the 
water main replacement work and alleyway work were completed under budget and the 
Yakima River Gateway Project’s non-RCO eligible work will not require a future budget 
amendment as contemplated in the May 19, 2015 staff report.   

 
 Mayor Pro Tem Buel moved to accept the South 38th Waterline Replacement Project as 

complete, seconded by Councilmember Martin.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Yes:  Mayor Pro Tem Buel, Council Members Benegas, Bloom, Brown, Hayden, Martin, Perkes 
 No:   None 
 
8. Unfinished Business – There was no unfinished business. 
 
9. New Business – There was no new business. 
 
10. Citizens Public Comment  
 
 Haschmo Asner asked questions about the planned new animal shelter. 
 
 Mayor Gerry responded that land has been designated, staff is looking at design standards, 

but there is no funding for the shelter at this time.   He suggested that she contact Chief 
McElroy if she has additional questions. 

 
 Tammy Faulkner asked if funding has been put to the voters to see if residents would be 

willing to pay for a new shelter.  She works at Pet Smart, and a considerable amount of 
money was raised in a short time for the victims of the recent fires.   

   
11. Announcements, Reports & Comments - a. Staff Reports 
 
 Captain Majetich provided an update on school zone enforcement.  He also advised that 

general traffic enforcement efforts have been increased due to an increase in collisions.  The 
enforcement is focused on areas where collisions have occurred.   
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 Councilmember Hayden asked if West Richland Police Officers have access to less lethal 
methods.   

 
 Captain Majectich responded that officers have access to, and receive training on, hands on 

tactics, baton, pepper spray, taser and less lethal shot (bean bags). 
  
 Community Development Director Lambert clarified some language in the park use 

policy adopted in March 2015.  He should have mentioned them in the last meeting when the 
park use fees resolution was adopted.  He said there is language in the park use policy 
regarding priority users.  It states that priority will be given to groups in the following order:  

 
 First Priority Group: City of West Richland sponsored and co-sponsored programs and events, 

and Richland School District sponsored and co-sponsored programs and events.  
 
 Second Priority Group: Leagues, organizations, clubs and groups based in West Richland or 

with 51% or more of the participants residing within the city limits of West Richland. Priority 
will be given to groups in the following order:  

 
 1. Youth 
   1. Recreation Teams 
   2. Select or “Competitive” Teams 
 2. Adult 
   1. Recreation Teams 
   2. Select or “Competitive” Teams 
 
 Third Priority Group: Use will be granted to leagues, organizations, clubs and groups with 

participants being composed of less than 51% City of West Richland residents. Priority will be 
given to youth groups, then to adult groups.  

 
 Mr. Lambert advised that the City’s political sign code will be placed on the website.  He also 

thanked all the volunteers and organizers of the LDS Church Day of Service.  They worked on 
placing landscaping fabric and rock at Park at the Lakes and also made improvements at the 
community garden.   There were also three Eagle Scout Projects:  1) Bark and sidewalks at 
the community garden; 2) Began building a pergola at the community garden; and 3) Planted 
10 trees at Park and the Lakes. 

 
 b. Council Reports 
 

  Councilmember Benegas reported on the Benton Franklin Council of Governments 
(BFCOG) Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) meeting.  An amendment to the Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) was approved.  The first item adds $24 
million for the Red Mountain Interchange. 

 
  Councilmember Hayden suggested installing dog waste stations on trails in West 

Richland. He also commented on a Soccer Complex Task Force the City was involved with 
in the past, but the City could not find land for the complex.  He said a similar group is 
going to build a $10 million complex in Yakima. 
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12.   Executive Session – Mayor Gerry announced a 10 minute executive session on litigation 
per RCW 42.30.110(i) with no action to follow. 

 
The meeting adjourned to executive session at 7:35 p.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 7:45 p.m. 

  
13. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
                                                                          
  Brent Gerry, Mayor    Julie Richardson, City Clerk 
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