
*The first ordinance passed will be Ord. 19-15 the first resolution, Res. 32-15 

 
WEST RICHLAND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2015 
7:00 p.m. 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA 
 

 
1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA     
 
5.  PRESENTATIONS  - Troy Bergland, West Richland Chamber – Hogs & Dogs Update 
  
6. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approve Payment of Bills 
b. Approve Minutes of Workshop and Regular Council Meeting of August 18, 2015 
c. First Amendment to Ground Lease with SSC North America LLC 
d. RES – Amending the Master Fee Schedule – Park Fees 
e. RES – Adopting Policy for Athletic Fields Usage Fees Administration 
f. Confirm Mayor’s Appointments to the West Richland Parks & Recreation Board 
 

7. ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, MOTIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 a. ORD – Amending WRMC Chapter 16.14 Article II, Park Impact Fees, and Repealing  
  Ordinance 27-09 
 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
  
10. CITIZENS PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
11. STAFF AND COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
      a. Staff Reports  
      b. Council Reports  
               
12. EXECUTIVE SESSION   
 
13. ADJOURNMENT  
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CITY OF WEST RICHLAND 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2015   
   
1. Call to Order – Mayor Gerry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
                               
2. Roll Call – Mayor Brent Gerry was present. Council Members Tony Benegas, Richard Bloom, 

Gail Brown, Ron Hayden, Byron Martin and Robert Perkes were also present. Staff members 
present were Associate Planner Alison Greene, Community Development Director Aaron 
Lambert, Police Chief Brian McElroy, Planning and Economic Development Manager Nicole 
Stickney, Finance Director Jessica Platt, Public Works Director Roscoe Slade, City Attorney 
Bronson Brown, and City Clerk Julie Richardson. 

 
 Upon motion by Councilmember Hayden, seconded by Councilmember Bloom, Council 

unanimously excused Mayor Pro Tem Buel from the meeting. 
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance – Councilmember Bloom led the Council, staff, and audience in the 

recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
4. Approval of Agenda – Mayor Gerry announced that agenda item 7c, “RES-Amending Park 

Fees,” will be moved to New Business for discussion only.  He also announced there will be a 
five minute executive session on litigation per RCW 42.30.110(i) with no action to follow. 

 
 Upon motion by Councilmember Benegas, seconded by Councilmember Brown, Council 

unanimously approved the agenda as revised. 
 
5. Presentations – a.  Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Coordinator with the Benton 

County Commissioners Office, and also an alternate representative on the Yakima Basin Fish 
and Wildlife Recovery Board, introduced Executive Director Alex Conley.  Mr. Conley gave a 
presentation on their organization.   

 
 b. Mayor Gerry presented the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award to Finance Director 

Platt and Senior Accountant Darcie Decoria. 
 
 c. Planning and Economic Development Manager Stickney gave a presentation on the new 

city website that she redesigned. 
 
6. Consent Agenda – Upon motion by Councilmember Benegas, seconded by Councilmember 

Perkes, Council unanimously approved the consent agenda as presented. 
 
 a. Approve Payment of Bills 
 

Accounts payable checks 56162-56185 & 56202-56244 & 56253-56321 $661,871.90
Accounts payable voided checks 56164 ($24,300.00)
Payroll checks 16357 $382.95
Direct Deposits  $233,263.90
Electronic wire payments 03.07.2015 & 05.07.2015 $614.98
  $871,833.73
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 b.  Approve Minutes of Regular and Special Council Meetings of July 21, 2015 and 
Special Meeting of August 5, 2015  

 
 c. RES – Amending the 2015-2016 Salary Schedule 
 

RESOLUTION 28-15 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON AMENDING THE SALARY 
SCHEDULE FOR THE 2015-2016 BIENNIUM  

 
 d. RES – Updating the Master Fee Schedule 
 

RESOLUTION 29-15 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON UPDATING THE MASTER FEE 
SCHEDULE FOR THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

e. RES – Amending the West Richland Personnel Policies 
 

RESOLUTION 30-15 - RESOLUTION 29-15 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON UPDATING THE 
MASTER FEE SCHEDULE FOR THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT 
 

f. Accept Paradise Way/Belmont Blvd. Widening Project as Complete 
 
g. Award 2015 Street Sweeping Project 
 
h. Authorize Purchase of Packaged Membrane Bioreactor Treatment System for 

Industrial Process Water Treatment Facility 
 
i. Confirm Mayor’s Appointment to the Economic Development Board 

 
7. Ordinances, Resolutions, Motions, and Public Hearings – a. Public Hearing – RES - 

Regarding Request for Annexation of Approximately 94 Acres and Referral to 
Benton County for Notice of Intention to be Filed – Planning and Economic 
Development Manager Stickney provided the background on a request for annexation of 
approximately 94 acres into the city.  She noted that City Council is to hold a public hearing 
on the annexation request for the two parcels (Port of Kennewick former raceway property 
and Benton REA substation property) and also a Commercial Light Industrial (CLI) zoning 
designation. 

 
 Mayor Gerry opened the public hearing at 7:42 p.m. 
 
 Larry Peterson, Director of Planning and Development for the Port of Kennewick, said the 

Port wholly supports the annexation. 
 
 Mayor Gerry closed the public hearing at 7:44 p.m. 
 
 b. RES - Regarding Request for Annexation of Approximately 94 Acres and 
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Referral to Benton County for Notice of Intention to be Filed – Planning and 
Economic Development Manager Stickney presented a recommendation to approve 
resolution 31-15 as delineated in item 7a. 

 
RESOLUTION 31-15 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, REGARDING A REQUEST FOR 
ANNEXATION OF APPROXIMATELY 94 ACRES AND REFERRAL TO BENTON 
COUNTY FOR NOTICE OF INTENTION TO BE FILED 

 
  Councilmember Bloom moved to adopt resolution 31-15 to annex two parcels within the 

City’s urban growth area into the City and to establish a CLI zoning classification, 
seconded by Councilmember Martin. The motion carried unanimously. 

 
  Yes: Council Members Benegas, Bloom, Brown, Hayden, Martin, Perkes 
  No: None 
  Absent:  Mayor Pro Tem Buel 
 
 c. This item was moved to item 9a under New Business. 
 
8. Unfinished Business – There was no unfinished business. 
 
9. New Business – a. Amending Park Use Fees – Discussion - Associate Planner 

Greene presented a proposal to amend park use fees.  She noted that the last time park use 
fees were adjusted was in 2007.  Based on growing demand of the City’s parks, it is time to 
re-evaluate the fee structure.   Some issues that have been identified are the amount of staff 
time spent in coordinating park reservations, clean-up after events, substantial increase of 
time spent monitoring park usage; and the City’s current rates for use being lower than 
neighboring cities (sports field rates are currently free, or “per contract”).  The user fees will 
nominally offset general costs.  In addition, charging fees will foster more responsible 
reservations and use, as well as increase park use efficiency.  There is also a proposal to 
establish a policy where fees may be reduced or discounted in exchange for the donation of 
tangible assets (i.e. goal post, scoreboard) or for maintenance services rendered by user 
group volunteers, including maintenance and field preparation, which benefit multiple user 
groups and/or casual park visitors.   

 
 Dan Richey urged using balance when increasing park fees and park impact mitigation fees. 

 He feels the increase to park impact fees discussed during the workshop is too large.  He 
suggested using the Consumer Price Index (CPI) instead of trying to increase it all at once. 

 
 Judd Higgins, President of Greater Richland Little League (GRLL), said he went back through 

GRLL financial records and found they have invested approximately $190,000 into the 
Bombing Range Sports Complex.  He feels GRLL is a partner with the city and not just another 
user group.  GRLL invests a lot of time in keeping the fields maintained. 

 
 Community Development Director Lambert said the initial draft was changed to include 

compensating groups for hours spent on maintenance of the fields. 
 
 Councilmember Martin said he met with GRLL.  He then met with Mayor Gerry and staff.  
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Following these meetings the forms to complete for receiving credit for work done was 
simplified. 

 
 Noemi Garza is concerned that charging funds will turn away leagues.  She mentioned that 

the football league has already left. 
 
 Community Development Director Lambert advised that the football league also did not 

sign-up in Richland.  They have moved to the Richland School District’s junior league 
programs. 

 
 John Forbes contacted several cities and found this is the only entity that would charge a fee 

but Little League would maintain the fields.  He is also concerned that the policy states that 
tangible items left at the facility become property of the city because GRLL has chalking 
equipment and other equipment at the facility. 

 
 Mayor Gerry said his goal is to keep everything budget neutral for GRLL. 
 
10. Citizens Public Comment  
 
 Mayor Gerry provided an update on the Mid-Columbia Libraries agreement.  He said they are 

both still “at the table” and staff has prepared a draft agreement for Mid-Columbia Libraries’ 
review.  He is adamant that there will be a library in West Richland. 

 
 Janson Sloughter, said based on Ruth Metz’s reports, it looks like Mid-Columbia Libraries is 

a better option for the City. 
 
 Patsy Squires from a report from Mid-Columbia Libraries that said the only reason the city is 

looking at other options is because costs cannot be sustained.  She further read from the 
report that with the library tax West Richland receives, it can be sustained for several years. 

   
11. Announcements, Reports & Comments - a. Staff Reports 
 
 Councilmember Hayden asked City Attorney Brown what Pasco plans to do about the 

marijuana store that opened in their city. 
 
 City Attorney Brown said he is planning to meet with the Pasco city attorney and will ask 

what action they plan to take. 
 
 Chief McElroy reported on National Night Out.  He also provided a summary of the animal 

control survey that was recently conducted.  He provided a copy of the report to Council 
Members.   He commented that only 36% of dogs in the city are licensed. 

 
 Councilmember Hayden suggested having a large fine for those who do not license their 

dogs, but also provide a credit for those who have their dogs microchipped. 
 
 Community Development Director Lambert reported on the temporary seasonal code 

enforcement officer who was hired to assist the building inspector with code enforcement 
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focusing on Van Giesen.  He also announced that Planning and Economic Manager Nicole 
Stickney has resigned as of August 27th. 

 
 Finance Director Platt, referring to a previous comment made regarding the library costs 

being sustainable, pointed out that the agreement does not include operations, capital and 
maintenance costs of the library, which the city provides.  Those are an additional costs to the 
City.    

 
 Public Works Director Slade clarified that the park fees previously discussed that are going 

into the general fund will be used for employee costs of maintaining reservations.  None of 
those funds go towards maintenance of the fields.  He announced the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant received notification from Department of Ecology that they are in full compliance with 
the NPDES permit.  He also provided updates on several Public Works projects. 

 
 b. Council Reports 
   

  Councilmember Martin reported on a Port of Kennewick and City Economic 
Development Committee meeting. 

 
  Councilmember Bloom announced the budget was approved to convert the county 

road shop to a moderate risk waste facility.  He also reported on the Ben Franklin Transit’s 
Tulip Lane Park and Ride facility. 

   
  Councilmember Perkes clarified that the youth football leagues left primarily due to a 

push to create Junior Falcon and Junior Bomber teams.  He also reported on the utility 
committee meeting, during which recycling was discussed.  It is clear that people want 
recycling, but not mandatory recycling.   Voluntary recycling would be costly.  A third 
options was discussed which would be to propose that Ed’s Disposal improve the two 
current recycling stations and construct two additional stations.          

 
12.   Executive Session – Council adjourned to a five minute executive session on litigation 

per RCW 42.30.100(i), with no action to follow at 9:06 p.m. 
 
 The meeting reconvened at 9:11 p.m. 
  
13. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 9:11 p.m. 
 
                                                                          
  Brent Gerry, Mayor    Julie Richardson, City Clerk 
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