
*The first ordinance passed will be Ord. 19-15 the first resolution, Res. 28-15 

 
WEST RICHLAND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2015 
7:00 p.m. 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA 
 

 
1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA     
 
5.  PRESENTATIONS  -  
 a.   Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board 
 b. Presentation of Distinguished Budget Award to Finance Director and Finance Staff 
 c. City Website Redesign 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approve Payment of Bills 
b. Approve Minutes of Special and Regular Council Meetings of July 21, 2015 and Special Meeting of 

August 5, 2015 
c. RES – Amending the 2015-2016 Salary Schedule 
d. RES – Updating the Master Fee Schedule 
e. RES – Amending the West Richland Personnel Policies 
f. Accept Paradise Way/Belmont Blvd. Widening Project as Complete 
g. Award 2015 Street Sweeping Project 
h. Authorize Purchase of Packaged Membrane Bioreactor Treatment System for Industrial Process 

Water Treatment Facility 
i. Confirm Mayor’s Appointment to the Economic Development Board 
 

7. ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, MOTIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 a. Public Hearing – RES - Regarding Request for Annexation of Approximately 94 Acres and Referral 

to Benton County for Notice of Intention to be Filed 
 b. RES - Regarding Request for Annexation of Approximately 94 Acres and Referral to Benton 

County for Notice of Intention to be Filed 
 c. RES – Amending Park Fees 
 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
  
10. CITIZENS PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
11. STAFF AND COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
      a. Staff Reports  
      b. Council Reports  
               
12. EXECUTIVE SESSION   
 
13. ADJOURNMENT  
 
 
 
 
 



           
 
We, the undersigned City Council of West Richland, Benton County, Washington, do hereby certify that the merchandise 
or services hereinafter specified have been received and that the following are approved for payment this 18th day of 
August 2015: 
 
Accounts payable checks 56162-56185 & 56202-56244 & 56253-56321 $661,871.90 
Accounts payable voided checks 56164 ($24,300.00) 
Payroll checks 16357 $382.95 
Direct Deposits  $233,263.90 
Electronic wire payments 03.07.2015 & 05.07.2015 $614.98 
  $871,833.73 

 
 

COUNCILMEMBER  COUNCILMEMBER 
   
   
COUNCILMEMBER  COUNCILMEMBER 
   
   
COUNCILMEMBER  COUNCILMEMBER 
   
   
COUNCILMEMBER   

1 General $296,897.27 
101 Streets $19,851.01 
105 Criminal Justice $7,284.91  
121 Library Services $57,272.45  
309 Yakima River Gateway Improvements $19;496.74 
355 Transportation Improvement Program $8,393.91 
374 Yakima River Trail Project $44,170.88 
401 Water/Sewer $263,097.89  
402 Irrigation $4,792.28 
404 Stormwater $7,674.09  
405 Solid Waste $81,301.60  
441 Water System Development $9,750.53  
442 Sewer System Development $22,780.99  
451 Water Line Development $17,817.88 
461 Public Works Operations Facility Construction $985.90 
482 Capital Improvements-Street Decant Facility $414.06 
621 Treasurer’s Trust  $9,851.34  

  TOTAL $871,833.73  
 

3801 W. Van Giesen Street * West Richland, WA 99353 * www.westrichland.org  
Administration & Finance Department * (509) 967-3431 * FAX (509) 967-5706 
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CITY OF WEST RICHLAND 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2015   
   
1. Call to Order – Mayor Gerry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
                               
2. Roll Call – Mayor Brent Gerry and Mayor Pro Tem Rich Buel were present. Council Members 

Tony Benegas, Richard Bloom, Gail Brown, Ron Hayden, Byron Martin and Robert Perkes were 
also present. Staff members present were Community Development Director Aaron Lambert, 
Police Chief Brian McElroy, Finance Director Jessica Platt, Public Works Director Roscoe Slade, 
City Attorney Bronson Brown, and City Clerk Julie Richardson. 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Pro Tem Buel led the Council, staff, and audience in the 

recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
4. Approval of Agenda – Mayor Gerry advised there will be an executive session on litigation.   
   
 Upon motion by Councilmember Perkes, seconded by Councilmember Brown,  

Council unanimously approved the agenda as presented. 
 
5. Presentations – Finance Director Platt presented the second quarter 2015 financial report. 
 
6. Consent Agenda – Upon motion by Councilmember Martin, seconded by Councilmember 

Hayden, Council unanimously approved the consent agenda as presented. 
 
 a. Approve Payment of Bills 
 
 b.  Approve Minutes of Council Meeting of July 7, 2015 
 
 c. Authorize Mayor to Execute $313,297 Stormwater Grant with Department of 

Ecology for 62nd Avenue Stormwater Retro-fit  
 
 d. Authorize Mayor to Execute $75,000 Stormwater Grant with Department of 

Ecology for Ironton Drive Stormwater Retro-fit 
 
 e. Award Engineering Services Contract for Water System Comprehensive Plan 

Update 
 
 f.    Execute Amendment #1 to Engineering Services Contract for Well #11 Project 
 
 g. Award Well #11 Drilling Project 
 
 h. Award Belmont Blvd. – CERB Project 
 
 i. Accept 2015 Crack Sealing Project as Complete 
 
 j. Authorize Reimbursement to Developer for Up-sizing of Water Main – Westwood 

Estates Phase 3 
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 k. RES - Transportation Impact Fee Mitigation Agreement – Plat of Westwood 

Estates Phase 3 
 

RESOLUTION 26-15 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
SIGN AND EXECUTE A TRANSPORTATION IMPACT FEE MITIGATION 
AGREEMENT WITH THE OWNER / DEVELOPER OF THE PLAT OF WESTWOOD 
ESTATES PHASE 3 SUBDIVISION 
 

 l. Amend on-Call Engineering Services Agreement – JUB Engineers 
 
 m. Award Keene Road Pathway Phase 3 Project  
 
 n. Amend Architect Services Contract for Public Works Operations Facility 
 
 o. RES – Amending Personnel Policies 
 

RESOLUTION 27-15 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON AMENDING THE CITY PERSONNEL 
POLICIES 
 

 p. Award Professional Services Contract for Water System Financial Plan Update 
 
7. Ordinances, Resolutions, Motions, and Public Hearings – There were no ordinances, 

resolutions, motions, or public hearings. 
 
8. Unfinished Business – There was no unfinished business. 
 
9. New Business – There was no new business 
 
10. Citizens Public Comment  
 
 Peggy Panisko asked if there would be action following the executive session. 
 
 Mayor Gerry responded there will be no action to follow. 
   
11. Announcements, Reports & Comments - a. Staff Reports 
 
 Chief McElroy announced National Night Out on August 4th.  He also reported that the animal 

control survey is completed. 
 
 Finance Director Platt announced that customers who sign up for Smart Pay in July will be 

entered into a drawing for a $100 Yokes gift card.  She also reported that Finance is working 
on a “Welcome to West Richland” brochure that will answer questions, most related to utility 
billing, new account setup, etc.   A frequently asked questions page has also been added to 
the Utilities webpage. 
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 Public Works Director Slade said staff will meet with Darrick Dietrich to look at the 
recycling options and the Solid Waste Franchise Agreement.  There will be future workshops 
and council discussions on the Solid Waste Franchise agreement.   He also provided an update 
on Public Works projects. 

 
 Community Development Director Lambert provided an update on the new website his 

staff is developing.   
 
 b. Council Reports 
 
 Councilmember Martin reported on a meeting he had with Greater Richland Little League 

board members regarding their concerns about field reservation fees. 
  
 Councilmember Bloom announced a Solid Waste Advisory Committee meeting on 

Wednesday, July 22nd.  They are still working on development of a moderate risk waste 
facility, although state funding was cut in half. 

 
 Councilmember Benegas reported on a Policy Advisory Committee and Executive Board 

meeting with Benton Franklin Council of Governments.  Everyone is excited about the Red 
Mountain Interchange funding in the transportation package. 

 
 Councilmember Perkes announced sign-ups for youth football are happening now.   
 
 Councilmember Hayden attended a Benton County Fire District #4 meeting, and said there 

was nothing significant reported on the July 4th holiday.   He said they use their tax funding 
wisely, and plan to levy for a permanent ambulance service tax in 2016. 

   
12.   Executive Session – Mayor Gerry announced a 15 minute executive session per RCW 

42.30.110(i) on litigation, with no action to follow.  
 

Council adjourned to executive session at 7:59 p.m.  
 
The executive session was extended 5 minutes at 8:15 p.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 8:19 p.m. 

  
13. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m. 
 
                                                                          
  Brent Gerry, Mayor    Julie Richardson, City Clerk 



  
 
 

1 

CITY OF WEST RICHLAND          
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING     
TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2015 
6:00 P.M. 
 
   
1. Call to Order – Mayor Gerry called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.                                  
       
2. Roll Call – Mayor Brent Gerry and Mayor Pro Tem Rich Buel were present. Council Members Tony 

Benegas, Richard Bloom, Gail Brown, Byron Martin, Ron Hayden, Robert Perkes.  Staff members 
present were Community Development Director Aaron Lambert, Police Chief Brian McElroy, Finance 
Director Jessica Platt, Public Works Director Roscoe Slade, and City Clerk Julie Richardson.  

 
3. Presentation - Cost to Provide Curb-Side Recycling and Curb-Side Yard Waste Services – 

Darrick Dietrich, from Ed’s Disposal gave a presentation, and answered questions, on curb-side 
recycling and yard waste services options and costs. 

 
 Mitch May, West Richland, said grass clippings are mostly water and he doesn’t see the need for 

green waste recycling. 
 
 Don Englemann, West Richland, asked if there would be start-up costs for the City.  He also said 

green waste is being collected already commensurate to the second garbage bin.   Also, the graph that 
Mr. Dietrich displayed shows values for those recyclable materials are staying low, so the City would be 
at risk for future price increases for recycling services. 

 
 Darrick Dietrich responded that there will be no startup costs for the City. 
 
 Merle Johnson commented that the recycling bins are always full so those who want to recycle are 

already doing so.  He doesn’t see a need for curb-side recycling. 
 
 Peggy Panisko said she recycles and there are plenty of options to recycle. She doesn’t feel there is a 

need for curb-side recycling.  Clayton Ward, Goodwill, and recycling bins are already available.  She did 
say there is a need for extra recycling bins. 

 
 Mary Jean Knight recycles and is for recycling.  She did some research and Richland lets anyone who 

wants to opt out to do so without a penalty.  She does not want extra costs to West Richland residents 
for recycling. 

 
 Jon Swanson said more recycling bins are needed.  He commented that there is not enough profit in 

recyclables for companies to provide that service without charging residents.  He doesn’t feel that 
residents should be forced to pay for curb-side recycling when there are other options available. 

 
5. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                  

Brent Gerry, Mayor              Julie Richardson, City Clerk 
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CITY OF WEST RICHLAND          
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING     
TUESDAY, August 5, 2015 
5:30 P.M. 
 
   
Call to Order – Mayor Gerry called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
                                         
Roll Call – Mayor Brent Gerry and Mayor Pro Tem Rich Buel were present. Council Members Richard Bloom, 
Gail Brown, Byron Martin, Ron Hayden and Robert Perkes were also present.  Staff members present were 
City Attorney Bronson Brown and City Clerk Julie Richardson.  Attorney Ken Harper participated via speaker 
phone.  
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Martin seconded by Councilmember Perkes, Council unanimously excused 
Councilmember Tony Benegas from the meeting. 
 
Executive Session – Mayor Gerry announced an executive session to discuss litigation (RCW 42.30.110(i) 
with no action to follow. 
 
Council adjourned to executive session at 5:35 p.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 6:12 p.m. 
 
Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 6:12 p.m.  
 
 
 
                                                                  

Brent Gerry, Mayor              Julie Richardson, City Clerk 
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